
p:*o 



FLEXIBLE 

AND 

FUNCTIONAL 



MOSSBERG’S RIGHT-PRICED PATRIOT BOLT-ACTION 



ALL- 
STEEL 
SEMI 
lUrT^ 



V 



In 31 



JIul 

iihiju J 



LIGHT, 

COMPACT, 

rRELIABLE 



RUGER LGR IN 
.327 FEDERAL 



SUPER 

SMG 

SIGSauer’s 

MPX-P 



SAVAGE HOG 
HUNTER 
BOLT-ACTION 



TODAY’S TOP S 
BEST cartridges! 



MILITARY PISTOLS 



JAN 2016 • VOLUME 57, N0.1 • $4.99 U.S. 
DISPLAY UNTIL1/1 2/1 6 • www.gunworld.com 

0 1 



0 74470 03105 5 




CHOOSE THE 
INnMlDATOR 

>T THE IMITATORS 



THE LEGENDARY TAURUS JUDGE 



'■j_ Decisive 

5 stopping 

, -f power 


Chambers both 
.45 LC and .410 
shotshell 


-W-:. 

Shown with 
ATI® Scorpion 
X2 Grip 


Taurus Unlimited 
Lifetime Repair 
Policy™ 


J 








starting at just $479 






With multiple configurations to choose from, 
view the entire Judge collection at TaurusUSA.com. 











January 2016 



12: MIKE DICKERSON 
20: GARRETT LUCAS 
30: LEROY THOMPSON 
54: STOEGER 



CONTENTS 

12 



GUN WORLD (ISSN 0017-5641) Volume 57, Number 1 , is published monthly, 12 times a year by Engaged Media Inc, 22840 Savi Ranch Parkway, #200, Yorba Linda, CA 
92887. Periodical postage paid at Anaheim, CA, and additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Gun World c/o Engaged Media Inc., VSI, Inc. 905 
Kent St., Liberty, MO 64068. Return undelivered Canadian addresses to: Gun World c/o Pitney Bowes, Inc. PO Box 25542, London, ON N6C 6B GST#855050365RT001 



4 GUN WORLD I JANUARY 2016 | www.gunworld.com 





Features Columns 



12 The Right-Priced Patriot 

With its affordable, feature-loaded Patriot, 
Mossberg ups its game in the bolt-action 
hunting rifle market. 

By Mike Dickerson 

20 Next-Gen Firepower 

SIG Sauer has entered the submachine gun 
market with their new MPX line, and it has 
struck a chord with the public. 

By Garrett Lucas 

30 Today’s Top 5 Military Pistols 

Although there are nearly 200 countries, most 
military units select their service arms from a 
limited number of pistol types. 

By Leroy Thompson 



6 Up Front - Craig Hodgkins 
8 New Products - Tim Stetzer 
10 Ask the Experts - Gun World Contributors 
64 Handguns - Dave Workman 
70 Reload - James E. House 
76 Today’s Hunter - Brad Fitzpatrick 
82 Gunsmithing - Steve Sieberts 
98 Back Pages - Craig Hodgkins 



42 High on the Hog 

Savage chambered its Hog Hunter bolt-action 
in .338 Federal, and it’s an impressive and highly 
functional combination. 

By Dave Workman 



54 Cougar Country 

Although Stoeger is best known for value-priced 
shotguns, the company’s Cougar pistol may be 
their best-kept secret. 

By Brad Fitzpatrick 

90 Light, Compact, Reliable 

Ruger’s tough little LCR wheelgun is now offered 
in sizzling .327 Federal Magnum. 

By Dave Workman 



ON THE COVER: 

MPX-P: GARRETT LUCAS 
COUGAR: STOEGER 
PATRIOT: MIKE DICKERSON 
COVER DESIGN: JOHANN 
FREDERICK MENDOZA 





www.gunworld.com | JANUARY 2016 | GUN WORLD 5 




[^UPFRONT 




January 2016 
Volume 57- Number! 



The 




^ BY CRAIG HODGKINS 

I T’S NOT A BIG SECRET that 
the majority of new product 
introductions and “big an- 
nouncements” in the shooting 
sports industry are timed to 
flow directly from the annual Shoot- 
ing, Hunting and Outdoor Trade 
(SHOT) Show, scheduled this year 
from January 19-22 in Las Vegas. 

But in addition to that amazing ex- 
travaganza hosted by the National Shoot- 
ing Sports Foundation (NSSF) and the 
always-interesting National Rifle Associa- 
tion Annual Meetings and Exhibits— to 
be held on May 20-22 in Louisville, Ken- 
tucky— there is another show I try to 
never miss if my schedule allows. 

The National Association of Sporting 



SHOT Show booth, you could only spend 
an average of 12 seconds at each one. No 
wonder there are very few chairs avail- 
able on the show floor. 

Add in the huge number of product 
release events and hosted manufacturer 
lunches, you are information-challenged 
from Day 1. The best you can do is as- 
semble a well-rested team and attempt 
the “divide and conquer” strategy. 

That’s just one reason why I enjoy at- 
tending the NAS GW. For the companies 
that attend (since it is geared toward pro- 
viding an opportunity for distributors, 
wholesalers and retailers to connect, 
some companies that handle those func- 
tions in-house don’t come), it provides a 
nice, relaxed atmosphere to conduct and 
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Goods Wholesalers (NASGW) puts it on, 
and it is everything that SHOT isn’t... in 
all the right ways. 

Please don’t get me wrong. I love at- 
tending SHOT. Everything and everyone 
is there. In fact, it is just about the only 
time of year I can meet with the majority 
of our Gun World writers, because they 
don’t want to miss out on anything ei- 
ther. But the greatest strength of SHOT 
also provides one of the bigger challenges 
associated with it. 

No matter how hard you try, you sim- 
ply can’t see and do everything. I heard a 
couple of years ago that to visit every 



write business. 

And, for those of us in the editorial 
side of things, it offers a chance to have 
relaxed, detailed conversations with a va- 
riety of company representatives. 

This year, as if to emphasize the dif- 
ference between SHOT, the NRA Annual 
Meetings and the NASGW show, the lat- 
ter was held in New Orleans, also known 
as “The Big Easy.” 

Mixed together, the three events make 
up a perfect knowledge cocktail, and 
thankfully, I don’t have to choose among 
a long drink of NASGW, a slug of NRA, 
or a quick SHOT. GW 
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Visual Chamber Inspection Port 
Magazine Disconnect 
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Kryptek Neptune Camo Frame 
Weighs 9.4oz 
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Loaded Chamber Indicator 
Replaceable 1911-Style Grip Panels 
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► TEXT BY TIM STETZER AND PHOTOS COURTESY OF PLANO OUTDOOR PRODUCTS 



W E ALL SHARE THE 
SAME issues getting 
our gear— guns, tar- 
gets, tape and sta- 
plers, ammunition, 

spare magazines, spotting scopes, hearing 
protection and tools— back and forth to 
the range. Like you, I’ve seen a wide vari- 
ety of transport methods used by folks 
over the years, from the plastic shopping 
bag they bought the ammo in to some 
pretty high end custom leather cases. 

Given the choice, I think we all want 
something that will protect and organize our 
gear while offering a reasonable balance be- 



tween quality and affordability, and if you’re 
like me, Plano Outdoor Products might have 
just what you need. 



THE PLANO RANGE BAGS 

Recently, I received two X2 Range Bags 
from Plano Outdoor Products to test, one for 
their smaller .30 caliber sized ammo can and 
one for their .50 caliber sized ammo can. 

The Range Bag is a sturdy nylon bag that 
fits around the ammo can and provides a 
number of pouches and storage options for 
you to add additional tools, spare mags, or 
even a pistol. The bags attach securely over 
the hinge and latch portions of the ammo 



can so that you can still carry the whole rig 
by the ammo cans handle. They also come 
with a detachable padded nylon shoulder 
strap that’s handy when you’re trying to 
juggle multiple cans or a rifle case as well. 

Plano’s ammo cans are a nice alternative 
to GI steel ammo cans. They’re made of a 
sturdy plastic much lighter than steel, and 
are fitted with a brass latch and rubber o- 
ring seal that make them very weather re- 
sistant and rust proof. They’re also designed 
to be stackable if you plan on using them 
for storage rather than in conjunction with 
the Range Bag. 

They come in sizes that approximate the 
GI .30 and .50 caliber cans. I was able to fit 
20 boxes of 9mm ammo in the larger can 
without issue. The can was heavy, but the 
handle and shoulder strap supported the 
weight with no problems. 

The larger can also features a compart- 
ment on the lid with a handy place to store 
pens, screwdrivers or other small tools or 
parts. The smaller can worked similarly to 
a typical .30 caliber can for storage space. 

Adding the X2 Range Bag to either can 
increases storage space and versatility. The 
larger can’s bag features an oversized 
pocket with a hard-sided plastic pistol case 
that’s plenty big to hold my full sized 



Protect... _ 

and Organize 



PLANO OUTDOOR PRODUCTS MAKES IT 
EASY TO SAFELY AND EASILY TRANSPORT 



YOUR GEAR, WHETHER IT’S TO THE RANGE 
OR TO ANOTHER COUNTRY 



NEW PRODUCTS 



Plano’s X2 Range Bags 
are designed to work in 
conjunction with their 
heavy-duty polymer 
ammo cans. They make 
a few versions including 
ones with built-in pistol 
pouches. 
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Beretta M9A1 with laser/light combo at- 
tached with room to spare. 

The outer portion of the bag has MOLLE 
webbing as well so that you can attach maga- 
zine pouches, a multi-tool pouch or other ac- 
cessories as needed. There is also a large end 
pocket on one side of the bag that accommo- 
dated my gunsmithing screwdriver set, and a 
set of magazine pouches or small tool 
pouches on the other end. A mesh pocket is 
opposite of the pistol case pouch on the other 
side of the can. 

Plano makes two versions of the smaller 
X2 bag for the .30 caliber cans. One has a 
padded pistol pouch built in with magazine 
pouches on the side, and the other, which I 
tested, has a padded pouch. Both models fea- 
ture additional magazine pouches on one 
end of the bag and a larger utility pouch on 
the other end. 



The author had a 
chance to check out 
the ultra-sturdy 
mil-spec double rifle 
version of the Field 
Locker, it was one 
of the most rugged 
airline capable 
cases he’d seen. 



Plano Outdoor 
Products offers 
their rugged Field 
Locker cases in 
both pistol and 
rifle models. 




THE PLANO FIELD LOCKER 

Plano also has a new line of heavy-duty 
gun cases they call Field Lockers, and they’re 
impressive. They make a variety of models 
for both rifles and handguns, and they sent 
me one of the mil-spec double-rifle cases to 
check out. It's impressive. 

My dad was an aircraft mechanic, so we 
travelled quite a bit. Later I worked in air 
transportation in the Air Force Reserve, and 
did four years working at an International 
Airport as a police officer where I often had 
to inspect firearms being shipped in checked 
baggage. I've seen a lot of gun travel cases 
come and go over the years, and the Field 
Locker is one of the most impressive. It’s 
built like a tank! 

It’s constructed of a very heavy-duty poly- 
mer with large sturdy hinges, a set of four 



wide latches and four metal-reinforced pad- 
lock gates, as well as a watertight o-ring seal. 
The handles on the case are also comfortable 
and overbuilt for durability, and a set of 
wheels has been added to help make trips 
through the airport easier. 

The interior is fitted with cut-to-fit foam 
and will accommodate two rifles with optics. 
There’s even a release valve on the case to 
relieve any pressure caused by altitude or ex- 
treme temperatures. They’re also TSA-ap- 
proved for transporting firearms. 

While the case is obviously designed to 
accommodate airline travel, it would work 
equally well protecting your rifles or shot- 
guns for more routine local hunting excur- 
sion and trips to the range. 

Both the Range Bag and Field Locker 
from Plano Outdoor Products show attention 



to detail and a good understanding of what 
the shooter needs. They’re also priced very 
reasonably in my opinion. The Range Bags, 
which include the ammo cans, run in the 
$30 to $50 range, and the Field lockers are 
priced from around $80 to $200, depending 
on the model you choose. 

If you’re in the market for new ways to 
transport your gear to your favorite hunting 
or shooting location, whether it’s over land 
or through the air, then I’d definitely 
recommend checking out what Plano has 
to offer. GW 



CONTACT \ 

Plano Outdoor Products 

PlanoSynergy.com 
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ASK THE experts' 



We do the research so you don’t have to. 




Note that the weight of 
this lightweight Hi-Power 
unloaded is 25.2 ounces 
compared to 32 ounces 
for a standard unloaded 
Hi-Power. 



LIGHTWEIGHT 

Hi-Power? 



Question: I saw a reference to a 
“Lightweight Browning Hi-Power” 
recently. IVe owned two Browning 
Hi-Powers and have always liked 
them but have never heard of a 
“lightweight” version. Do these exist, 
and if so, who uses them? 

Anthony A., New Orleans, LA 



Leroy Thompson Answers: FN did, in- 
deed, produce a lightweight version of the 
Hi-Power with an ahoy frame. Most refer- 
ences IVe seen state that they were made 
during the 1970s for the Belgian Gen- 
darmerie Nationale, which was incorpo- 
rated into the Belgian Police in 2001. A 
Belgian contact told me that they were in- 
tended for motorcycle riders, but I have 
also seen references to them being used by 
plain clothes Gendarmes. 



It is likely that both groups used the 
lighter weapons. Reportedly, thousands 
were manufactured— I have most often 
seen reference to 5,000. They were only is- 
sued for a few years, as they did not hold 
up well to NATO 9xl9mm loadings. Some 
examples have been imported into the 
USA, but they are not often encountered. 
Wayne Novak, who builds custom Hi-Pow- 
ers, has had some of the ahoy frame guns 
and used them for custom carry guns. GW 



Our January Expert: 

Leroy Thompson 

is an internationally recognized authority on weapons and tactics, and is the author of more than 50 books. 
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THE RIGHT-PRICED 




PAT 



WITH ITS AFFORDABLE, 
FEATURE-LOADED 
PATRIOT, MOSSBERG 
UPS ITS GAME IN THE 
BOLT-ACTION HUNTING 
RIFLE MARKET. 



This standard Patriot, 
chambered in 25-06 
Rem., is just one of some 



60-odd versions of the 



Patriot designed for 
everything from sniping 
varmints to downing big 
game in Africa. 
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► TEXT AND PHOTOS BY MIKE DICKERSON 

I N THE 2000 MOVIE, The Patriot, 
rebellious colonists were advised to 
“aim small, miss small” when shoot- 
ing at the British. Mossberg appears 
poised to turn that phrase on its 
head by aiming big, and scoring big, with its 
new Patriot bolt-action rifle. 

Mossberg is perhaps best known for its pump- 
action shotguns— most notably the ubiquitous 500 
series— but the company has not always been the 
first to come to mind when the conversation turns 
to bolt-action rifles. 

It’s not that the company didn’t make any. Pre- 
vious bolt-action models included the ATR and 
4X4 models. The rifles were lumped by some into 
that category somewhat condescendingly referred 
to as “inexpensive rifles,” with all that implies, 
and their aesthetics didn’t exactly excite those who 
prefer their rifles in a more classic configuration. 
Mossberg set out to change that last year when 



it introduced its new Patriot flagship bolt-action 
rifle line in spectacular fashion with some 60 dif- 
ferent variants of the rifle. Most new rifles start 
out with one or two models and the line expands 
over time, but Mossberg unveiled their entire 
lineup all at once. I don’t believe I’ve ever seen a 
more extensive line of rifles introduced at the 
same time. 

The standard Patriot is, wonder of wonders, a 
classically styled rifle. At first glance, the rifle’s 
stock bears a strong resemblance to the instantly 
recognizable classic Winchester Model 70 stock, 
and that is not a bad thing. There are far worse 
designs one could choose to emulate. 

At the range, our test rifle, a standard walnut- 
stocked Patriot, prompted more than one conversa- 
tion that went like this: 

“That’s a nice-looking rifle. What is it?” 

“A Mossberg.” 

“Really?” 
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The author praised the 
clean, classic lines of the 
Patriot’s stock, which is 
somewhat reminiscent of 
the Winchester Model 70. 




A streamlined 
bolt handle with 
a knurled knob 
provides plenty 
of clearance 
when mounting 
scopes. 



COVERING THE BASES 

The Patriot was introduced with a host of 
options. In addition to the walnut-stocked 
Patriot, there were models covering every 
stock preference, including laminate and 
black synthetic. Short-action caliber choices 
included 22-250 Rem., 243 Rem., 7mm-08 
Rem. and 308 Win. 

Available long-action calibers include 25- 
06 Rem., 270 Win., 30-06 Springfield, 7 mm 
Rem. Mag., 300 Win. Mag., 338 Win. Mag. 
and, in a first for Mossberg, 375 Ruger. 

In addition to the basic Patriot rifle, there 
are “Deer Thug” models that sport a Mossy 
Oak Break-Up Infinity camo pattern on the 
synthetic stock and a wide range of Patriot 
Youth models. There are Patriot Night Train 
models with black or olive drab green syn- 
thetic stocks. A couple of these come with 
suppressor-ready threaded barrels with re- 
movable muzzlebrakes and a neoprene 
cheek-raising kit with interchangeable in- 
serts. Newer additions to the line are rifles 
with synthetic stocks sporting the popular 






“MOSSBERG’S 
ATTENTION TO DETAIL 
WITH THE PATRIOT 
SOMEWHAT 
SURPRISED ME.” 




Kryptek Highlander camo pattern. 

Mossberg also sells the Patriot in a scoped 
combo package with the Vortex Crossfire II 
3-9X40mm scope with a BDC (ballistic drop 
compensator) reticle, and Patriot Youth mod- 
els are available in a scoped combo package 
as well. 

Mossberg clearly set out to cover all the 
bases with the Patriot, and the lineup pretty 
much does so. Whether you’re sniping 
varmints or busting big game in Africa, 
there’s seemingly a Patriot for every use and 
for shooters of all statures. 

It took a while to get my hands on a rifle 
for testing, but that was partly because I was 
willing to wait for something a bit out of the 
ordinary. As you might expect, most new ri- 
fles rolling out of factories are chambered for 
the most popular cartridges, such as 30-06 
Rem., so I was intrigued when Mossberg’s 
Linda Powell offered me a chance to test one 
of the rifles chambered in 25-06 Rem. Actu- 
ally, it would be more accurate to say I 
jumped at the opportunity. I have an inordi- 



nate fondness for rifles in quarter-bore 
chamberings, so I was eager to test this one. 
I’ll let you know how it performed, but first, 
here’s a closer look at the standard Patriot. 

NOT YOUR DADDY’S 
MOSSBERG 

The Patriot’s good looks are enhanced by 
the clean, classic lines of the stock, but closer 
inspection reveals there’s a lot more to like 
in this gun than you would expect in a rifle 
in the Patriot’s price range. Collectively, they 
add up to a package that is, in an aesthetic 
sense, head-and-shoulders above predecessor 
Mossberg bolt-action rifles. 

Simply stated, this is a good-looking rifle, 
especially to those of us who have some 
pretty strong ideas of what a bolt-action 
hunting rifle should look like. 

It starts with the classic lines of the Win- 
chester 70-ish stock, which has a single 
crossbolt, for added strength, located just for- 
ward of the magazine. The grip and forend 
are not checkered, but have a dark stippling 



pattern in those areas which contrasts nicely 
with the satin-finished walnut stock. The 
stippling also runs along the underside of 
the forend, providing an enhanced gripping 
surface in inclement weather. A raised 
cheekpiece on the stock provides a comfort- 
able cheek weld, and a generously sized rub- 
ber recoil pad does a decent job of reducing 
recoil. Sling swivel studs are in place fore 
and aft. 

The sporter-weight, 22-inch barrel is 
fluted over its front half and has a recessed 
target crown. While the barrel wasn’t per- 
fectly centered in the stock, it was truly free- 
floated along its entire length. 

One thing that jumps out at you when 
you pick up this rifle is its attractive, spiral- 
fluted bolt, which is attached to a stream- 
lined bolt handle that provides plenty of 
clearance for scope mounting. In use, the 
bolt cycled cleanly, and rounds fed and 
ejected without issue. 

Given the traditional styling of this rifle, 

I personally would have preferred a box mag- 
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The tested rifle, in 25-06 Rem., employs a five-round 
detachable polymer magazine. 



This view shows the detachable magazine 
and its recessed locking latch. 



azine with a hinged metal floorplate, but de- 
tachable polymer magazines are all the rage 
these days, and that’s the direction Mossberg 
took with the Patriot. Call me a curmudgeon, 
but I am not a fan of many detachable poly- 
mer magazine designs. Mr. Murphy often qui- 
etly accompanies us on hunts, and one of his 
favorite tricks is to snag the latch on a detach- 
able magazine and dump it in the dirt at the 
most inopportune times. 

The Patriot’s magazine seems tough 
enough, and it functioned without issue 
throughout testing. The locking latch is some- 
what recessed and protected, but I would still 
take care when moving through thick brush to 
not accidentally snag and trip the latch. 

I also prefer trigger guards and bottom 
metal on my rifles to be made of, well, metal. 
It’s all polymer on the Patriot. That’s a neces- 
sary evil if you’re trying to make a rifle that’s 
affordable for the masses, and I can live with 
that. At least these components on the Patriot 
appear to be replaceable should you break 
something. If you were to break a trigger 
guard on some rifles in this price category, you 
would have to replace the entire stock. 

While the patriot is pillar-bedded, it incor- 
porates an interesting twist with a one-piece 
magazine well/polymer insert with tabs ex- 
tending toward both the front and rear of the 
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RESULTS FORTHE MOSSBERG PATRIOT IN 25-06 REM. 



LOAD 


AVG. MUZZLE 


AVG. 100-YARD 


BEST100-YARD 




VELOCITY (FPS) 


GROUP (INCHES) 


GROUP (INCHES) 


Barnes Vor-Tx 100 gr. 
Tipped TSXBT 


3144 


1.10 


0.87 


Federal Premium 85 gr. 
Ballistic Tip 


3506 


1.30 


0.96 


Federal Premium 100 gr. 
Trophy Copper 


3Z08 


1.28 


0.81 


Federal Premium 115 gr. 
Nosier Partition 


3033 


2.72 


2.12 


Homady Superformance 
QOgr.GMX 


3150 


1.24 


0.91 


Homady American 
Whitetail 117 gr. interlock 


2819 


1.37 


0.91 


Homady Superformance 
117gr.SST 


2930 


2.25 


1.95 



Note: Velocities measured with Competitive Edge Dynamics M2 chronograph. Ail groups fired in wind at 2-8 mph. 



rifle. The trigger guard screws run through 
these tabs, and the action compresses against 
them when the screws are tightened to a fac- 
tory-specified torque of 25 in-lbs. 

In addition to features normally found 
only on more expensive rifles, like the fluted 
barrel and spiral-fluted bolt, Mossberg’s at- 
tention to detail with the Patriot somewhat 
surprised me. The bolt handle knob, for ex- 
ample, is knurled for a sure grip. So is the 
bolt release button. 

The safety is a simple two-position design, 
located just to the right of the bolt shroud 
and behind the bolt handle. It’s worth noting 
that it does not lock the bolt handle in place 
when engaged. You can still cycle rounds to 
load and unload the rifle with the safety in 
the on position. 

The trigger on the Patriot is reminiscent 
of the Savage AccuTrigger by virtue of its use 
of a bladed trigger. Mossberg calls their ver- 
sion the Lightning Bolt Action (LBA) trigger. 
It’s user-adjustable to a range of approxi- 
mately 2-7 lbs. The trigger on our test rifle 
broke at an average of 2 lbs. 4 oz. on my 
Lyman trigger gauge, so I left it at the factory 
setting for testing. 

Perhaps the most surprising thing about 
these feature-laden rifles is their prices. Basic 
Patriot rifles, scoped combos. Deer Thug 



scoped combos and the youth rifles have 
MSRPs in the $386-$584 range. Patriot Vor- 
tex Optics scoped combos are priced at $552, 
while the Patriot Night Train models go for 
$634 to $811. 

At these reasonable prices, the only real 
question left for many potential buyers is: 
How does it shoot? 

RANGE RESULTS 

For testing, I mounted a Leupold Mark 4 
4.5-14x50mm scope with a 30mm tube. The 
Patriot came with a Weaver-style scope base, 
but I elected to use a set of 30mm lightweight 
one-piece rings from Talley to ensure a rock- 
solid setup for testing. Medium-height Talleys 
provided just enough clearance for the scope’s 
large, 50mm objective lens and good clear- 
ance for the bolt handle. 

I expected a bit of velocity loss from the 
Patriot’s 22-inch barrel, but there wasn’t 
enough to make much difference with one 
factory load from Barnes and three Federal 
Premium loads. Federal’s 115-grain Nosier 
Partition load actually clocked in at three fps 
faster than factory-stated velocity over my 
Competitive Edge Dynamics M2 chrono- 
graph, while the Barnes 100-grain TTSX load 
ran 81 fps under the factory benchmark. 

Velocity loss was more pronounced with 



the three Homady loads, but that was to be 
expected because the Homady loads are 
tested at their factory with 24-inch barrels. 
Out of the shorter barrel, velocities for the 
three loads were 171-200 fps slower than fac- 
tory-stated speeds. 

Accuracy testing with seven different fac- 
tory loads yielded mixed results, with the 
rifle turning in a mediocre performance with 
a couple of factory loads. Interestingly 
enough, both of the worst performers used 
bullets at the heavier end of the spectrum— 
115 grains and 117 grains, respectively— and 
both turned in average 100-yard groups in ex- 
cess of 2.25 inches. 

Only one of the tested loads using heavier 
bullets— Hornady’s American Whitetail round 
with 117-grain Inter Lock bullets— turned in 
what I would consider to be a good perform- 
ance. Groups averaged 1.37 inches, with a 
best group of 0.91 inches. 

If you throw out the two loads that didn’t 
perform well in the Patriot, average group 
sizes for the five remaining factory loads var- 
ied from 1.10 to 1.37 inches. All five of those 
loads produced sub-MOA best groups measur- 
ing a little less than an inch. Bullet weights 
for these loads ranged from 85 grains for the 
Federal Ballistic Tip load to 117 grains for the 
Homady American Whitetail load. 
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A simple, two-position safety allows you to work the bolt to load and unload 
the rifle with the safety engaged. 



The rifle did show a certain fondness 
for copper bullets. Federal’s 100-grain 
Trophy Copper load produced the best 
single group, measuring 0.81 inches, 
while Barnes’ 100-grain TTSX load was 
close behind with a best group of 0.87 in. 

Overall, the rifle did not deliver the 
kind of tack-driving accuracy I like out 
of my quarter-bore rifles, but that level of 
accuracy typically comes at a fairly steep 
price. With ammo it likes, the Patriot de- 
livered groups ranging from slightly less 
than one MOA to less than I-V 2 MOA, 
and that’s all the accuracy you’ll ever 
need for most hunting applications. The 
rifle looks pretty attractive at the range 
and in the field, and with an MSRP of 
just $438 for the tested model, the Pa- 
triot represents a real bargain for the 
hunter on a budget. GW 
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SPECIFICATIONS 

Mossberg Patriot Rifle 



THE RIGHT-PRICED 

PATRIOT 



Action: Bolt action 


CONTAa 




Caliber: Z5-06 Rem. as tested 






Barrel: 2Z-in. fluted, sporter weight 


Barnes Ammunition 


Leopold Optics 


Stock: Walnut 


BarnesBullets.com 


Leupold.com 


Finish: Blued 


Competitive Edge Dynamics 


Mossberg 


Trigger: LBA adjustable 


CEDhk.com 


Mossberg.com 


Sights: None, Weaver-style bases 


Federal Ammunition 


Nagel’s Gun Shop 


Capacity: 5-round detachable magazine 


FederalPremium.com 


NagelsGuns.net 


Weight: 7 lbs. 


Hornady Ammunition 


Talley Manufacturing 


MSRP: $ 438.00 


Hornady.com 


TalleyManufacturing.com 
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Next-Gen 

FIREPOWER 




SIG SAUER EXCELLENCE SHOWS UP AGAIN 
WITH THE NEW MPX-P 



The new SIG MPX-P pistol 
boasts many of the latest 
technological innovations, 
and has fully ambidextrous 
controls for the bolt release, 
magazine release, and the 
fire selector. 



DDDD 
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► TEXT AND PHOTOS BY GARRETT LUCAS : 



DDDDD 



F or the past several decades, a handful of 

companies have dominated the submachine gun field, 
and this short list certainly includes H&K and their 
popular MP5 line. Known the world over for its 
reliability and accuracy, just about every agency has 
armed itself with those rock-solid firearms, and the model has 
become a classic. 

But even though MP5s continue to be picked up by some agencies— 
even on a second-hand basis— and frequently trade hands between 
enthusiasts, the model line doesn’t have all the modern amenities we’ve 
become used to, especially all the rail space we need for optics, lasers, 
lights, and so forth. Additionally, more advanced operating systems 
have been developed to work reliably with various types of modern 
ammunition, and lighter materials have been employed to carry weight. 



DDDDDDD 
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From this angle we can 
see the hand-stop on the 




Recently, SIG Sauer has stepped in to 
help fill some of the submachine gun void 
with their new MPX line of products, and it 
seems to have struck a chord with the public 
and with myself as well. The first time I 
pulled the MPX-P out of the box, it felt good 
in the hand, and it looked good as well. It’s 
quite apparent the latest technological inno- 
vations have been used to put together this 
masterpiece of engineering, and it looks like 
it had more than one or two industrial de- 
signers to make such a beautiful weapon. 

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS 

The SIG MPX-P is the civilian version of 
their new line of MPX short-barreled and 
fully automatic weapons. Because of the cur- 
rent rules set forth by our government, civil- 
ians can’t put a stock on something with less 
than a 16-inch barrel, unless they pay an ex- 
orbitant tax to the BATFE for the ability to 



exercise what should be a fundamental right 
to begin with. The same goes for fully auto- 
matic weapons. You must pay for the privi- 
lege of exercising your right with those types 
of weapons as well. To me, it’s the Second 
Amendment equivalent of a poll tax. 

The build quality and finish of the MPX- 
P is fantastic. It’s solidly constructed, has an 
ergonomic design, and was 100% reliable 
during the time I had it for review. The op- 
erating system is a closed, fully locked short 
stroke gas-piston mechanism, which is an 
additional safety measure for the user. 

The pistol is semi-automatic only for the 
general public. The forend is an aluminum 
rail with a rail-adaptable handguard that’s 
comfortable to hold, while still offering 
plenty of options to add accessories by adding 
two-inch Picatinny rails to the forend. The 
MPX-P came with three two-inch Picatinny 
rails in the box. 



Several of the MPX-P’s controls are simi- 
lar to AR-style platforms, including the 
safety selector, bolt release and magazine re- 
lease, all of which are ambidextrous. Addi- 
tionally, the MPX-P sports a charging 
handle similar to those found on AR-type 
firearms, and it has a monolithic receiver 
with an integrated M1913 rail (Picatinny) in 
the 12 o’clock position. 

Lacking the stock found on similar mod- 
els, the weight is only five pounds with an 
empty magazine. Speaking of which, the 
magazines are made by Lancer Systems, 
come with steel lips, and are available in 10, 
20 or 30-round capacities. The overall length 
of the MPX-P is 16.85 inches with a barrel 
length of 8 inches. An additional bonus is 
that the MPX submachine guns are built to 
allow the user to change the barrel length 
and stock type in the field. 

Also in the package from SIG was a semi- 
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The rail is a very 
comfortable design that 
allows the attachment of 
2-inch Picatinny rails to 
add accessories. There is 
also a hand stop on the 6 
o’clock segment to help 
protect the hand from 
the front of the barrel. 



“THE SIG MPX-P IS THE CIVILIAN 
VERSION OF THEIR NEW LINE OF 
SHORT-BARRELED AND FULLY 
AUTOMATIC WEAPONS." 



flexible single-point sling with a push-button 
QD attachment to insert at the rear end of 
the pistol. And, there was one magazine in 
the box. To their credit SIG includes a 
coupon that allows the purchaser to buy a 
few more mags at once to save some money, 
but for a high-end weapon like this, I hon- 
estly believe two magazines should be the 
minimum sent out from the factory. 

HANDLING 

For what it is— a very large and heavy 
semi-automatic pistol— it handles pretty well. 
I liked the feel of the rounded grip as op- 
posed to some of the standard AR grips, and 
the comfortable, rail-adaptable handguards 
that make handling the forend more com- 
fortable than a typical quad rail. It also has a 
hand stop at the end of the rail to help pre- 
vent the user from getting their hand around 
the end of the barrel. 



The MPX-P has flip-up iron sights that 
are nicely built, and different aperture sizes 
are available on the rear sight for more pre- 
cise shot placement. However, a weapon of 
this type just begs to have some sort of optic 
on it, so I chose to install the Lucid M7 
Micro Dot sight to make acquiring the target 
a bit easier, and to more accurately assess the 
pistol’s accuracy. 

Now, I believe that the MPX-P is missing 
a couple of things that would make it a truly 
effective and practical weapon. Since there is 
no stock, it’s tough to get a stable sight pic- 
ture. Without it, the user is awkwardly hold- 
ing five pounds of weaponry with two hands, 
while trying to both stabilize the pistol and 
get a good sight picture at the same time. 
Though the single-point stabilizing sling 
helps a good deal, it’s still not an optimal 
set-up for firing accurately. 

Also, the eight-inch barrel doesn’t really 



add a lot over a standard pistol barrel. From 
the research I’ve done, you don’t really get 
the majority of peak velocity unless you’re at 
12 to 14 inches of barrel length. There are 
exceptions, of course, but I’m just speaking 
as a general rule of thumb. If this was a fully 
automatic pistol, that’s a little different; with 
a rate of fire of 850 rounds per minute, you 
could dump 14 rounds into a target in one 
second. But, we knew ah these things going 
into the review, so the shooting evaluation is 
based on what it is, and not what it could be. 

MPX-P ON THE LINE 

Right off the bat, the trigger pull felt 
gritty and heavy. After the second magazine 
was finished, the grittiness started to go away 
and things started smoothing out for us. 

After 300 rounds were sent downrange, the 
trigger pull was still a stout 7 pounds at the 
midpoint of the trigger. I would assume the 
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heavier trigger is a consequence of the origi- 
nal MPX being a submachine gun, and you 
wouldn’t want a hair-trigger on one of those. 

The first 120 rounds were used to break 
in the MPX-P and to plink around a bit. I 
hadn’t used HPR Ammunition before, but 
they supplied the bulk of the ammo for this 
review, and I was pleasantly surprised by the 
results. The 115-grain 9mm JHP loads were 
clean shooting, and were in the same field 
with the premium, higher-priced ammuni- 
tion when it came to accuracy. At $30 for a 
50-round box, it’s hard to beat. 

Speaking of accuracy, I tested the MPX-P 
with several high-end rounds including 124- 
grain Federal Hydra-Shok, 115-grain Hor- 
nady FIX Critical Defense, Federal 
115-grain JHP +P+ (9PBLE), Black Hills 
124-grain JHP +P, and the HPR 124-grain 
JHP loads. For the accuracy testing, I shot 
from the bench at 25 yards with the Lucid 
M7 Micro Dot attached, which made it 
much easier for me to ensure I was keeping 
the same hold between shots. 

After testing various loads in multiple rounds of 5-shot groups, the best group for the 
day was 1.25 inches by Federal’s JHP +P+ (9PBLE) from the author’s personal stash. 



Federal 115 Gr. JHP +P+ 
(9PBLE) @ 25 yards 
from bench with Lucid M7 
Micro Dot 





The MPX-P has familiar, AR- 
style controls as well as a few 
ergonomic touches such as the 
handle with the palm swell and 
the lower trigger guard being 
offset for use by gloved hands. 
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As with the opening session of break- 
in shooting, all of the various brands and 
loads fed perfectly, with approximately 
350 rounds fired in total. Running five- 
shot groups during the testing, the aver- 
age group size was 3.04 inches, and the 
best group of the day was brought home 
by the Federal 115-grain +P+ JHP at a 
1.25-inch spread, with the HPR 115-grain 
JHP following closely in second with a 
spread of 1.375 inches. 

In fact, almost all the loads got close 
to those numbers at one time or an- 
other with the large number of groups 
fired, though those groups weren’t the 
norm. Using the Lucid M7 Micro Dot 
helped immensely, but I can still only 
see so well at 25 yards without magnifi- 
cation. And, while I understand the 
MPX line is made for combat, the 
heavy trigger pull didn’t help in terms 
of getting tight groups. 

THE MPX LETS ITS HAIR 
DOWN 

I still had a decent amount of HPR 
ammunition left over, so I took the 
MPX off the bench, attached the sin- 
gle-point sling, and went to work off- 
hand on a Thompson Target B34 
STOP target. Still at 25 yards, I pushed 
the pistol out until I met resistance 
from the sling. That helped stabilize 
things, and I shot 20 more rounds— 5 
in the head and 15 in the chest. 

With the M7 sight, I had a fairly 
easy time staying on target and getting 
pretty decent shots. I didn’t get target- 
match groups, but all of the rounds hit 
critical areas, and any one or two of 
them would’ve put the threat down. 

VELOCITY DATA 

With the eight-inch barrel involved 
with the shooting exercise, it’s only 
right to wonder how much of a bump 
the 9mm gets with the extra barrel 
length. It wasn’t a very dramatic in- 
crease, which was what I believed at 
the beginning of the exercise. Here are 
the average results of different loads’ 
velocity at 10 feet (see top right): 

DDDD 



RESULTS 


Federal 124 Gr.Hydra-Shok 


llQZfps 


Hornady 115 Gr. Critical Defense 


1234 fps 


HPR 124 Gr. JHP 


1107 fps 


Black Hills 124 Gr. JHP +P 


1298 fps 


Federal 115 Gr. JHP +P+(9PBLE) 


1397 fps 





P .38/.357 MAG. .44 M; 

RmnH HAMH" 



YOU TAKE PRIDE IN YOUR PROPERTY. 

PROTECT IT WITH A GUN YOU’LL BE PROUD 
TO CARRY. A BEAUTIFULLY-CRAFTED HARDWOOD 
STOCK, BLUED OR CASE-HARDENED ACTION WITH 
OVERSIZED LEVER LOOP, AND COMPACT 24-INCH 
LENGTH MAKE THE RANCH HAND YOUR PERFECT 
COMPANION FOR MENDING FENCES, PATROLLING 
PROPERTY OR SIMPLY PLINKING DOWN RANGE. 
VISIT YOUR ROSSI DEALER TODAY AND HIRE 
THE BEST RANCH HAND IN TOWN. 



SAFETY NOTE: Always wear ear and eye 
protection when shooting firearms. 

(Images shown are for marketing purposes only and 
are not intended as safe firearm handling examples.) 
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There came a moment to have some fun, 
and by utilizing the sling as a stabilizer and 
with the aid of the Lucid M7, 20 rounds of 
the HPR 115-grain JHPs all found their way 
to the critical zones of the B34 Thompson 
STOP target— from 25 yards. 



The 33-round magazine is 
made by Lancer Systems, it 
feels very solid and has 
metal feed lips that will last 
longer and not spread apart. 



WITH REGARD TO DESIGN AND FUNCTIONALITY, THIS IS ONE OF 
THE BETTER PIECES TO COME ALONG IN A WHILEEVENTHE 
MAGAZINES LOOK SOLID AND PRECISELY BUILT" 



It seems to me that a barrel at least 12 
inches long is needed to pull the most veloc- 
ity out of the various 9mm loads you’ll find 
on the market. Without the advantage of 
full-auto fire, the eight-inch barrel provides 
only a slight enhancement of speed versus a 
four-inch barrel. 

FINAL THOUGHTS 

So, what’s the verdict? I have to say that 
I’m a little conflicted. Because of the superb 
build quality, great ergonomics, utter relia- 



bility, and the familiarity of AR-style con- 
trols, I really want one. With regard to de- 
sign and functionality, this is one of the 
better pieces to come along in a while. Even 
the magazines look solid and precisely built. 

But, from a purely practical standpoint, 
and thinking like a survivalist (or prepper, if 
you prefer that term), I have to ask myself 
what role this particular pistol would play as 
part of my overall plan. I have pistols that 
come with 33-round magazines and make a 
much more portable and concealable pack- 



age. I don’t lose much with optics, because 
there of plenty of adapters or gunsmiths 
available to fit a red-dot sight on a semi-au- 
tomatic pistol, and the velocity from an 
eight-inch barrel isn’t tremendously better 
than from a four-inch barrel. 

However, as it sits, the MPX-P is bursting 
with potential. If one were to take the time 
to deal with the BATFE, pay the expense to 
add a folding stock and make it a short-bar- 
reled rifle, this would be an excellent low-re- 
coil weapon to move around the house with 
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The rear sight is adjustable for windage, and offers 
different aperture sizes to adjust the precision of 
the shots. The charging handle is the same type 
found on AR-style weapons, making this part of 
the system familiar. Additionally, there’s a mount- 
ing spot on the back to attach a stock if one were 
to legally convert this to a short-barreled rifle. 



Even though the MPX-P 
comes with nice flip-up 
iron sights, the 12 o’clock 
rail is considered a 
must-have on today’s 
combat weapons for the 
addition of optics for 
faster target acquisition. 





Starting at: 

siggoo 

^ 



Heritage Rough Rider Series 
are authentically crafted and 
made in the USA. 

Rough Riders are available 
as six or nine shot in .22 and 
.357, .45LC big bore models. 



AMERICAN QUALITY 



THE BEST SINGLE ACTION VALUE ON 



THE MARKET. 



Rough Rider .22 

4.75" Blued Barrel 



.22 Mag Cylinder 

Included for an ^ ^ J? * 

added punch. \ ^ " 






Rough Rider .22 

6.5" Blued Barrel 



See our complete line of revolvers and 
accessories at www.heritagemfg.com 
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The stabilizing sling and 
the Lucid M7 Micro Dot 
made a great combination 
for acquiring the target and 
staying on it. Utilizing the 
hand-stop to keep 
resistance on the sling 
helps reduce fatigue since 
the user doesn’t have to 
constantly keep a tight 
grip on the forend. 



The SiG MPX pistol has fully- 
ambidextrous controls for 
the bolt release, magazine 
release and fire selector. 



Next-Gen 

FIREPOWER 



to defend your family, or keep in your vehi- 
cle in case everything goes sideways. It would 
even make a fairly light weapon to keep with 
you when you need to conserve weight as 
you’re bugging out on the trail. 

So, really, the decision is up to you. Are 
you a totally practical person, or do you like 
to treat yourself from time to time? If you ac- 
cept the fact that, right now, it’s a bulky, 
five-pound pistol with excellent design fea- 
tures and superb functionality, then you 
won’t be disappointed in the least. In fact, 
you’ll love everything about it. GW 



CONTACT ^ 

SIG SAUER, Inc. 

(603)610-3000 

SIGSauer.com 



Lucid 

(307)840-2160 

MyLucidGear.com 



SPECIFICATIONS 

SIG Sauer MPX-P 

Caliber: 9mm 
Action: Semi-automatic 
Rails: Aluminum, mono 
System: Closed, fully locked short-stroke, 
gas piston 
Weight: 5.0 pounds 
Length: 16.85 inches 
Twist: 1 in 10 rifling 
Barrel: 8 inches 
Trigger Pull: 7.6 pounds 
Capacity: 10/20/30-round magazine 

MSRP: $ 1,576 



Lucid M7 Micro Dot 

Cast Aluminum Frame with Built-in Rail Mount 
Weight: 4.6 oz 

Waterproofs Fog proof 
100% Shockproof (.458 SOCOM) 

Reticle: 2M0A Dot 25MOA circle 
Auto Brightness Sensor 
Auto Shut-Off (2 hours) 

/Brightness Levels 
Battery: 1, AAA (Not Included) 

1/2 MOA Adjustments Parallax Free 
21mm Objective Lens lx Unlimited Eye Relief 

MSRP: $229 
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Today’s 

TOPS 




MILITARY 

PISTOLS 

ALTHOUGH THERE ARE 
NEARLY200 COUNTRIES IN 
THE WORLD, MOST MILITARY ‘ 
UNITS SELECT THEIR SERVICE 
SIDE ARMS FROM A LIMITED 
NUMBER OF PISTOL TYPES. 




^ TEXT AND PHOTOS BY LEROY THOMPSON 




(USN) 



S INCE THE MID-NINETEENTH CENTURY, the military 
pistol has retained its traditional roles as a self-protection 
weapon, a mark of authority for officers, and an arm for 
support troops. In recent years, however, its role has 
broadened for several reasons, including the continued rise 
of global terrorism and insurrection. 

The growing need for military units capable of engaging in hostage rescue 
missions or other raids has provided the impetus for the increased use of, and 
training with, the pistol. When carrying out ship or oil platform assaults, for 
example, combat swimmers may choose the pistol over their slung carbine 
or SMG because they need at least one or both hands free while rappelling or 
climbing. The pistol will also often be chosen for tubular assaults (such as in an 
aircraft cabin) where conditions are cramped. 

Pilots flying in combat zones also arm themselves with pistols in case their 
aircraft goes down, and although some attempts have been made to replace 
the pistols carried by pilots, armored crewmen, and support troops with a PDW 
(Personal Defense Weapon) such as the FN P90, the pistol remains in wide usage. 

Intelligence or special ops personnel working undercover within a combat zone 
may also rely on the pistol, which may be easily concealed. Military protective 
teams will also rely heavily on the pistol since it can be readily concealed. 

Even while serving on “Hearts & Minds” type campaigns to aid locals in 
Afghanistan, Iraq, and elsewhere, troops must remain armed to counter 
assassination or kidnapping attempts. Service men and women will often retain a 
rifle or carbine when it’s practical, but their pistol must be a constant companion. 



y 
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COUNTRIES AND CALIBERS 

There are currently 196 countries in the 
world, the vast majority of which have some 
form of armed forces. In a few of the re- 
maining 20-30 nations, the police serve that 
de facto function. But no matter the exact 
number, it is noteworthy that there are a 
limited number of pistol types used by all of 
these countries. This has arisen at least par- 
tially because of the loss of domestic arms 
producers in most countries. Also notewor- 
thy is the limited number of cartridges for 
which current military pistols are cham- 
bered. 

Five cartridges dominate in today’s mili- 
tary pistols: 9xl9mm, .45 ACP, 9x18 
Makarov, 7.62x25mm Tokarev, and 
5.7x28mm. There are a few others cartridges 
that still see limited military use, including 
the .40 S&W and 9xl7mm, but they are 
rarely encountered. 

Likewise, the choice of military pistols 
has become much less diverse, as countries 



without a large domestic civilian market for 
pistols no longer opt for a domestically pro- 
duced weapon. 

In discussing the most widely used mili- 
tary pistols today, I will consider the fact that 
countries with the largest armed forces will 
use large numbers of the pistol they issue, 
but I will also consider the number of coun- 
tries— large and small— that use a certain pis- 
tol. Based on these criteria, the following are 
today’s top military pistols. The list begins 
with a pair of pistols that have nearly 200 
years of service between them, yet are still 
widely used. 

FN/BROWNING HI-POWER 

One indication of the Hi-Power’s popular- 
ity among the world’s armed forces is the 
number of names by which it has been 
known: GP (Grand Puissance), P35, BAP 
(Browning Automatic Pistol), and L9A1 (in 
British service), among others. 

At its peak of popularity between the 



1950s and 1980s, more than 80 countries is- 
sued the P35 to members of their armed 
forces. Four factors were most influential in 
the P35’s popularity: high quality, 9xl9mm 
chambering, magazine safety, and 13-round 
magazine capacity. Another sign of the P35’s 
popularity is that, in addition to Belgium, 
other countries— including Argentina, 
Canada, India, Indonesia, and Israel— pro- 
duced it. It has seen combat from World War 
II through the War on Terror, though many 
countries have now replaced the P35 with 
newer models. However, in many cases it re- 
mains in armories as a reserve weapon or is 
issued to support troops. 

Some early versions of the Hi-Power were 
produced with rear tangent sights and a hol- 
ster stock that allowed the shooter to use the 
pistol as a carbine. These include some pre- 
war Belgian pistols and some produced by 
Inglis during World War II. The latter were 
produced primarily for Nationalist Chinese 
forces. 
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The primary reason many military forces 
replace the P35 is the desire for a more mod- 
ern double action or fast action pistol. In 
many cases, the P35 pistols, though very 
durable, were starting to show the wear of 
decades of use. Though some countries or- 
dered newer production Hi-Power pistols, 
others switched to another design. 

COLT 1911 

The Colt 1911/1911A1 has been in military 
service for over a century and continues to be 
one of the best combat pistols in the world. 
Of course, its largest user was always the 
U.S. armed forces until its replacement by 
the M9 in the 1980s. Even after the advent 
of the M9, the 1911 still saw limited use in 
the USMC with MEUSOC (Marine Expedi- 
tionary Unit Special Operations Capable) .45 
autos built on GI 1911/1911A1 frames. 

Later, new 1911-type pistols were acquired 
for members of MARSOC special operations 
Marines from Kimber. More recently, the 




M9 with the original style of 
holster, issued in desert camo. 
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Marine Corps has acquired the Colt M45A1 
Close Quarter Battle Pistol for Special Oper- 
ations Capable Marine units. At least some 
1911-type pistols are in use with other U.S. 
special ops personnel. 

Other users of the 1911 tended to be allies 
of the USA who received the pistols as mili- 
tary aid. Among these, the 1911 saw extensive 
use in the Philippines and South Korea. The 
pistols remain standard issue in the Philip- 
pines, including some produced by Armscor. 

Argentina used them for many years, in- 
cluding examples manufactured in the coun- 
try. Brazil also produced its own version, the 
M973, chambered in 9xl9mm. Note IMBEL, 
the Brazilian arms producer, has also pro- 
duced the pistol in .45 ACP. Some of the 
M973 pistols remain in reserve stocks. 

Greece still issues the 1911A1. Originally, 
both 1911 and 1911A1 pistols were supplied to 
the Greek Army after World War II. It is un- 
clear if they have acquired any newer 1911s 
or still use those produced prior to 1945. Al- 
though the locally produced Pindad version 
of the Browning Hi-Power is widely used by 
the Indonesian armed forces, the 1911 is still 
used as well, reportedly including a copy 
made by Pindad. 




Although this .45 ACP SIG 
P220 was offered for the U.S. 
Joint Combat Pistol Trials, it 
was not adopted. 
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A *3" accuracy 
guarantee at 50 

Right out of the 




That's why discriminating shooters whose jobs, professional success or personal safety depend on super accurate, super 
dependable firearms are willing to stake their lives and their livelihoods on Les Baer Custom 1911 pistols. 

From cops, tactical operators and military special ops guys to firearms trainers and serious competitors, they know that Les Baer 
1911s have been delivering superior performance and unquestioned reliability for more than a quarter-century. More than thirty 
custom 1911 models are available, all combining traditional 1911 toughness with Les Baer's trademark craftsmanship and 
attention to detail. 



Models include: 




Les Baer 1911 


Les Baer 1911 


Les Baer 1911 


Premier II® 


Boss .45 


Ultimate Master 


The flagship of our entire 


Built for high performance 


Available in 5" or 6" 


1911 line. 


and lots of muscle 






New! Les Baer 
.38 Super Stinger 

Compact size, high 
performance caliber 




GT Monolith Stinger 

Combines the best features of our compact Stinger with the 
solid heft of our unique Monolith. 



See our entire line of 

high performance custpm rifles and pistols at... 

linim.lesbaer.com 

Office Hours: 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM Central Time 



^-7 

J- 



iis SAa 
cissim, m. o. 

Performance. Its Everything. 

1804 Iowa Drive • LeClaire, Iowa 52753 
Ph: 563-289-2126 • Fx: 563-289-2132 
Email: info@lesbaer.com 





The M1911 has been replaced in many 
armed forces by more modern high-capacity 
9mm, double-action pistols. However, at least 
a few countries still retain the M1911 as a 
frontline or reserve pistol. The 1911’s military 
popularity has suffered as a result of its heavy 
recoil, its complicated takedown system, 
which allows the loss of small parts, and its 
single-action, single-stack design. However, 
the proven man-stopping power of the .45 
ACP cartridge still appeals to some users. 

CLOCK 

When the Glock pistol was first intro- 
duced in 1982, the only immediate customers 
were the Austrian armed forces. The “plastic” 
pistol and its fast action were too revolution- 
ary for many military purchasers. There was 
also the valid fear that its design, with the 
safety within the trigger, would make it non- 
soldier-proof and result in numerous acciden- 
tal discharges. 



But as the Glock established itself over the 
next decade or so, its reliability and durabil- 
ity soon won over many military buyers. Add 
its reasonable cost and ease of maintenance (a 
Glock armorer can be trained in a day or 
less) and it is not surprising that the Glock 
continues to maintain a substantial portion of 
the world military handgun market. 

The most popular Glock with military per- 
sonnel has overwhelmingly been the Model 
17. There are exceptions; for example, the 
Danish Slxdepatruljen Sirius, an elite recon unit 
that patrols Arctic Greenland, is issued the 
Glock 20 in .45 ACP in case they encounter a 
polar bear. Some special ops units that have 
secondary missions where they work under- 
cover or do close protection work may opt to 
have the Glock 19 or 26 available for in- 
creased concealability. 

Quite a few countries have retained their 
previous service pistols but have purchased 
Glocks for their military police or special ops 



personnel, and many military counterterrorist 
units are armed with Glocks. Among coun- 
tries that issue them as a standard military 
weapon are Bangladesh, Finland, France (to 
various specialized units), India (specialized 
units), Iraq, Israel, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxem- 
bourg, Malaysia, Netherlands, Norway, Ro- 
mania, Saudi Arabia, Sweden, United 
Kingdom, Uruguay, Venezuela, and Yemen. 

The British recently adopted the Glock as 
a replacement for the Browning Hi-Power 
based on experiences in Afghanistan where 
British troops had been attacked on bases and 
elsewhere. They wanted a pistol that was im- 
mediately ready for action without the need to 
remove a safety or when carried in condition 
three to chamber a round. The US. has pur- 
chased them for special operations personnel, 
especially those working alongside Afghan or 
Iraqi units who are also armed with Glocks. 

Photos have also shown some Russian spe- 
cial units armed with Glocks. These may be 
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some of the Glock 17s assembled by Izh- 
mash in Russia. 

All indications are that the Glock will 
continue to be popular among military 
users, and, as military budgets get tighter, 
the lower cost and long service life of the 
Glock will make it ever more appealing. 

BERETTAM9/M92 

When the U.S. adopted the Beretta 92 as 
the M9, it immediately became ranked 
among the most popular military pistols in 
quantity in service. However, we are not the 
only country to use a version of the M92. 
Among other armed forces that have 
adopted versions of the M92 are Italy, 
Colombia, Egypt (the Helwan 920, pro- 
duced in Egypt), Jordan, Peru, Slovenia, 
Singapore, and Thailand. 

France adopted the locally made PAM AS 
G1 for the French Army, Air Force, and 
Gendarmeria Nationale. Brazilian armed 



forces use the Taurus PT-92, which is pro- 
duced in Brazil, and the Turkish armed 
forces use the locally produced Yavuz-16. 
Among special operations units that use the 
M92 are the Pakistani SSG, Afghan Com- 
mandos (M9), Indonesian Army and Navy 
special forces, Albanian special forces, and 
Malaysian paratroops and special forces. 

A more recent version of the M9 ac- 
quired by the USMC is the M9A1, which 
has an accessory rail, improved magazine, 
and other upgrades. Although the M9 re- 
mains in service and likely will for some 
time, the U.S. Army and Air Force have 
been interested in replacing the M9 with 
the Modular Handgun System (MHS), 
which is intended to allow the pistol to be 
configured for different missions and to fit 
different hand sizes. The caliber for the 
MHS has not been specified in bid specs, 
though there has been some interest in the 
.40 S&W round. 







DAN WESSON FIREARMS 



www.danwessonfirearms.com 



Bridging the gap 
from production to 
custom since 1968. 



RZ'45 Heritage 
MSRP $1298 



With zero MIM, fully 
machined parts, hand-fit 
components and excep- 
tional quality standards, 
Dan Wesson 1911s are 
custom grade without 
the custom price tag. 



CCO 
MSRP $1558 
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U.S. troops have had some complaints 
about the M9 during the War on Terror. The 
first was that magazines from a specific con- 
tractor proved unreliable in sandy environ- 
ments (LS. Iraq and Afghanistan), but new 
magazines have solved this issue. There have 
also been complaints about lack of stopping 
power. This is the reason the USMC still 
uses .45 ACP pistols and continues testing 
calibers other than 9xl9mm for replacement 
of the M9. 

But despite these complaints, the M9 con- 
tinues to serve acceptably as a general issue 
pistol for U.S. troops. 



SIGP226 

To some extent the P226 (and similar pis- 
tols such as the P228) are included here be- 
cause of quality not quantity, as many of the 
world’s most elite military units continue to 
choose the P226. 

For example, while the British armed 
forces have used the Browning Hi-Power and 
the Glock 17, the Special Air Service, Special 
Boat Service (SBS), and Special Reconnais- 
sance Regiment use the P226. The standard 
P226 is designated the L105A1, while the 
corrosion resistant U.S. Navy version (used 
by the SEALs) is designated L106A1, pre- 



sumably for use by the SBS. Some also use 
the P228, designated L107A1, because of 
greater concealment. 

Likewise, the U.S. Navy SEALs have used 
the U.S. Navy model, currently the MK25. 
Among other elite units that use the P226 
are France’s GIGN anti-terrorist unit, Irish 
Army Ranger Wing, Japanese Special Board- 
ing Unit, ROK Naval Special Warfare, 

Dutch UIM of the Royal Dutch Marines, 
Pakistan SSG, Polish GROM, and Turkish 
Special Forces Command, among others. 

A few countries do issue the P226 as a 
standard military sidearm, including New 
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The U.S. Navy 
MK25 as used by 
the U.S. Navy 



SEALS. 



Zealand, Singapore, and Myanmar. The 
P226 is renowned for its accuracy and relia- 
bility, but it also costs more than other mili- 
tary pistols such as the Glock. As a result, 
many countries are not willing to spend the 
extra funds, but for elite special operations 
and anti-terrorist units, the funds are usually 
made available for the best equipment. 

Note that the P228 is issued in the U.S. 
armed forces as the MU to those needing a 
more compact, concealable handgun. These 
can include investigators such as the U.S. 
Army CID and USAF OSI, as well as pilots 
and some other personnel. The U.S. Coast 



Guard issues the P229R DAK in .40 S&W, a 
weapon deemed more applicable to its law 
enforcement function. 

It should also be mentioned that the orig- 
inal user of the P220 pistol, Switzerland, 
continues to use this single-stack 9xl9mm 
pistol as the P75. 

A FEW OTHERS 

In addition to the pistols that are listed 
above, a few others may be added to the list 
fairly easily. 

The HK USP is widely used as the stan- 
dard issue weapon of the German, Spanish, 



“...NEW PISTOLS ARE 
CONSTANTLY BEING 
DEVELOPED, AND 
SOME OF THESE 
WILL EVENTUALLY BE 
ADOPTED.’’ 



Estonian, and Lithuanian armed forces as 
well as various special operations units. 

FN’s Five-seveN pistol is used by various 
special operations units, who appreciate its 
range and its ability to penetrate body armor. 
It is also the current standard issue pistol of 
the Belgian Army and Air Force as well the 
Special Forces Group. In some countries, the 
Five-seveN was sold as a companion weapon 
for special operations forces equipped with 
the FN P90 SMG, also chambered for the 
5.7x28mm cartridge. 

Finally, the Makarov PM remains in use 
within the Russian armed forces and with 
the armed forces of many former Soviet Re- 
publics or client states. 

Obviously, new pistols are constantly 
being developed, and some of these will 
eventually be adopted by world military 
units, perhaps to replace some of the pistols 
listed above. 

However, purchasing new individual 
weapons to equip large numbers of soldiers, 
sailors, and airmen can be expensive, espe- 
cially in sizable armed forces. And, though 
the pistol remains an important military 
weapon within its niche, it tends to rank as a 
low priority with most military officials. The 
exception is usually with special operations 
units and maybe the air forces, where the 
pistol has special tactical roles with the for- 
mer and propinquity roles with the latter. 

Some of the older Hi-Powers, 1911s, and 
Makarovs will probably be replaced over the 
next ten years. In Russia, for example, the 
M P-443 Grach will continue to replace the 
Makarov. It is also likely that the Glock will 
replace many of the older pistols in other 
countries as they are phased out. However, 
many of the pistols currently in military hol- 
sters will remain the ones in holsters a 
decade from now. GW 
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CAT.# 


DESCRIPTION 


SIZE 


PRICE 


SC101 


Hot Stuff Original 


2oz 


12.95 


SC102 


Hot Stuff Original 


4 oz 


24.59 


SC103 


Super T Medium 


2oz 


12.95 


SC104 


Special T Thick 


2oz 


13.45 


SC105 


Quick Accelerator 


6 oz 


15.95 


SCI 06 


Solvent Debonder 


2oz 


10.95 



West System 
Adhesives 

G/Flex® 
4 1 Epoxy 



*1 



6flu 



105/206 Epoxy 




G5 Epoxy 

1 Y 



106 

Q*0KV RE&[U 



CAT.# 



DESCRIPTION 



UJPPLY 

HANDLE EXOTICS WEEKKEND PROJECT 





Jantz searches diligently for the highest quality 
and most unique materials. As we procure 
products from around the world, we offer 
them on our website at knifemaking.com. You 
may also call for assistance in choosing your 
special piece. 

Musk Ox 

Sr 

Gemsbolc Horn 



Bond porous and non-porous materials 
including; wood, metal, carbon fiber and other 
composites and plastics with this selection of 
high quality CA glues. HOT STUFF ORIGINAL 
is a thin CA glue with water-like viscosity 
(3cps). Cure time is three to five seconds 
between tightly fitting, non-porous parts. 
SUPER T GAP FILLER is a medium gap filling 
glue with a viscosity similar to syrup (200- 
300 cps). Cures within 10-25 seconds giving 
you additional positioning time. SPECIAL T 
GAP FILLER is a thick gap filling glue with 
a viscosity similar to honey (1 1 50-1 500 cps). 
NCF QUICK ACCELERATOR will decrease 
cure time with only a light mist applied from 
8-12 inches away. SUPER SOLVENT used 
to debond and dissolve CA glue from your 
hands and other surfaces. 




Kudu Horn 

Cape buffalo 
Zebra bone 




OUTDOORSMATi SERIES 

Perfect for any camping or hunting trip. The non- 
glare bead blasted finish blends nicely with the 
sharp grind lines and edges. An easy knifemaking 
project for the beginner, looks fabulous, yet can 
be completed in a few hours. Kit includes 3/16” 
--- ■ Dod 

handle material. 

Yellowstone 




Impala bone 



Mammoth Iboth 



adile S\ar 



SpnngboL Horn 



Overall 9", blade 4" x 1 " & 1/8" thick. 




CAT.# 


DESPRIPTION 


PRICE 


SS63209 


Kit with Silver-Black 


24.95 


SS63225 


Kit with Rosewood 


24.95 


SS63249 


Kit with Black Ink Cocobolo 


24.95 


KT102 


Leather Sheath 


14.50 



Bigfoot Skinner 







Overall 9-1/8", blade 4" x 1 " & 1/8" thick. 



blesbob Horn 

Nguni Horn 

Wildebeest Leather Coral 

DESERT IRONWOOD 

We have the largest selection of ironwood burl 
available. Ironwood is one of the hardest, rarest 
and most stable wood on earth. It will not shrink 
or move. This naturally stable wood is easy to 
work. Scales are matched sets, each piece 
measures 3/8” x 1 1/2” x 5” long. Blocks 
are 1 1/8” x 1 1/2” x 5” long. Sizes are 



DESPRIPTION 

Kit with Silver-Black 
Kit with Rosewood 
Kit with Black Ink Cocobolo 
Leather Sheath 



PRICE 

24.95 

24.95 

24.95 

14.50 



Ddkotd Drop Point 






a 




m3 










to a 


high- 



Overall 9 1/2", blade 4 3/4" x 1 1/2" & 1/8" thick. 
CAT.# DESPRIPTION PRICE 

SS63909 Kit with Silver-Black 24.95 

SS63925 Kit with Rosewood 24.95 

SS63949 Kit with Black Ink Cocobolo 24.95 
KT111 Leather Sheath 14.50 



Montana Gut Hook 



strength plastic solid at room temperatures. 
Designed specifically to bond to a wide range 
of materials including fiberglass, many metals, 
wood, fabrics, foam and other composite 
materials. The 206 slow-cure hardener has 
a working time of 90 to 110 minutes at 70°F 
with a minimum cure temperature of 60°F. 
Cure time for maximum strength is 1-4 days. 
G-FLEX EPOXY are toughened, resilient two- 
part epoxies engineered for superior grip to 
metals, plastics, glass, masonry, fiberglass, 
and difficult to bond woods. G-Flex makes 
bonds that absorb the stresses of expansion, 
contraction, shock and vibration. Initial cure 
in 3-4 hours with workable cure in 7-10 hours. 
G5 EPOXY is an easy to use, fast curing 
epoxy system for quick repairs, tooling and 
general bonding. Bonds to wood, fiberglass, 
and metal. 1:1 mixture. Cures in 3-5 minutes. 




High Contrast 




Overall 9 1/2", blade 4 3/4" x 1 1/2" & 1/8" thick. 
CAT.# DESPRIPTION PRICE 

SS63809 Kit with Silver-Black 24.95 

SS63825 Kit with Rosewood 24.95 

SS63849 Kit with Black Ink Cocobolo 24.95 
KT111 Leather Sheath 14.50 



Bear Paw Hatchet 



Presentation burl 



PRICE 



WE105A 1 qt #1 05 Resin 39.71 

WE206A .44 pt #206 Slow Hardener 20.50 
WE6508 G/Flex Liquid 4 oz. 22.49 

WE6558 G/Flex Pre-Thickened 4.5 oz. 24.65 
WE8654 G5 Minute Adhesive 21.48 



CAT.# 


DESCRIPTION 


PRICE 


EW170 


High Contrast Scales 


16.00 


EW270 


High Contrast Block 


21.00 


EW172 


Exhibition Burl Scales 


35.00 


EW272 


Exhibition Burl Block 


40.00 


EW173 


Presentation Burl Scales 


40.00 


EW273 


Presentation Burl Block 


45.00 



Overall 9-5/8", blade 2-5/8" wide at cutting edge, 
3/16" thick. 

CAT.# DESPRIPTION PRICE 

SS63109 Kit with Silver-Black 29.95 

SS63125 Kit with Rosewood 29.95 

SS63149 Kit with Black Ink Cocobolo 29.95 
KT631 Leather Sheath 12.95 
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Own or gift a “One Of A Kind” folding knife that 
you have created yourself. Our folder sets are 
complete with blades, bolsters, liners and pins 
as described (Please note handle material is 
NOT supplied). 



Whitetdil 




Overall length is 6 5/8" when opened, 3 3/4" 
closed, 2 1/2" blade length. Nickel silver 
bolster, brass liner and pins. 

Requires drill bits #TD8, #TD40 and #TD50. 

CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE 

SS776 Whitetail 39.95 

Lynx - 1 




Opens to a full 7 1/8", measures 4 1/8" 
closed. Blade edge is 2 3/4". Nickel silver 
bolster, brass liner and pins. 

Requires drill bits #TD47 and #TD50. 

CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE 

SS771 Lynx 34.95 



Bldckbowk 




Overall length of 6" opened, 3 5/8" closed. 
Blade is 2 1/2" long. Nickel silver bolster, brass 
liner and pins. 

Requires drill bits #TD47 and #TD50. 

CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE 

SS773 Blackhawk 34.95 




Clip point lockback opens to 8 1/4" overall, 
4 3/4" closed, blade edge is 3 1/4". Nickel 
silver bolster and stainless steel liner, brass 
tubing and pins. Requires drill bits #TD8, 
#TD31, #TD40 & #TD50. 

CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE 

SS779 Elk 49.95 

Wolnwt & Wolnvit Bwrl 




Good contrast and grain. Color will vary 
from light to deep dark brown in each piece. 
Blocks are 1” x 1 1/2” x 5” long. Scales are 
matched sets, each piece measures 3/8” x 1 
1/2” X 5” long. Sizes are approximate. 

CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE 



EW116 


Walnut Scale Set 


4.95 


EW216 


Walnut Block 


4.50 


EW117 


Walnut Burl Scale Set 


12.95 


EW217 


Walnut Burl Block 


12.50 


EW119 


Supreme Walnut Scale Set 


19.95 


EW219 


Supreme Walnut Block 


19.50 







Premium quality cutlery blades were designed 
especially with the professional Chef in 
mind. Made from super tough 8A stainless 
steel, flat ground to a Keen-Edge that stays 
sharp. Used as chef blades, cooks blades, 
paring knives, and steak blades. This set is 
perfect for any kitchen or camp. (Please note 
handle material and rivets are NOT supplied). 

Chefs Blcide 



Light, well balanced, beautifully shaped, 
designed to be used often, this super tough 
and flexible blade has a Keen-Edge flat ground 
from 8A stainless. 12 1/2" overall with a full 8 
3/4" cutting edge. Tang holes are 5/32" for 5/1 6” 
cutlery rivets or use 5/32" or smaller pins. 

CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE 

SS107 8 3/4" Chefs Blade 18.95 





Cook's Blcide 




One of the most used knives in the kitchen 
or camp is the cook’s blade. Perfect for small 
chopping jobs, paring, cutting, slicing, a perfect 
all around camp knife. 10 1/2" overall with a 6" 
cutting edge, .078" thick blade is nicely tapered 
to the tip of the blade. Super tough 8A flat ground 
Keen-Edge stays sharp. 5/32" rivet holes for use 
with 5/1 6" cutlery rivets or 5/32" or smaller pins. 

CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE 

SS106 6" Cook’s Blade 16.95 



IPsm 

New for 2015, Jantz introduces our line of 
Paw Prints™ Mosaic Pins™. The perfect pin 
to complement any hunting knife or a special 
project for the dog lover in your life. Use as 
rivets or to pin guards. Or replace your thong 
hole with Paw Prints™ for stand out contrast. 
Pins available in 3 3/4” lengths also. 




Paw Prints™ Mosaic Pins™ on Tan G10 with 
scrimshaw design. Custom knife designed 
and built by Jose Gpe. Ruiz Garcia, Mexico. 




3/16" X 12” 1/4" X 12” 1/4" X 12” 

Doberman Shepherd Lab 

#MP380 $22.95 #MP455 $44.95 #MP480 $44.95 



1/8" Dicmieter x 12" Length 




Black Eyed Suzy Sun Beam Wild Rose 

#MP810 $14.95 #MP860 $18.95 #MP880 $18.95 



Stecik Blcide 



Perfect size for a steak or paring knife. Super 
tough 8A stainless blade is 7 1/2" overall, 3 
1/2" cutting edge, .058" thick. A must for every 
kitchen and camp. Three tang holes are sized for 
3/16" cutlery rivets or 1/8" or smaller pins. 

CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE 



5/32" Picmieter x 12" Length 



.Qtook Rlarlo 



10.95 



Scmtokw Blcide 




Golden Ring Cats Eye Diamond Crystal 

#MP510 $22.95 #MP520 $22.95 #MP530 $22.95 



3/16" Dicimeter x 12" Length 




Morning Star Lucky Clover Ferris Wheel 

#MP300 $22.95 #MP310 $22.95 #MP340 $29.95 



The Japanese style Santoku Keen-Edge blade is 
perfect for cutting, chopping, slicing and dicing. 
Super tough 8A stainless blade. 1 0-3/4” overall, 
6” blade, .070 thickness. Tang holes are 5/32" for 
5/1 6" cutlery rivets or pins. 

CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE 

SS110 Santoku Blade 18.95 

1 - 800 - 351-8900 



7/32" Dicmieter x 12" Length 




Starburst Wind Tunnel Northern Star 



#MP700 $39.95 #MP730 $39.95 #MP785 $39.95 

1/4" Dicmieter x 12" Length 




DOWNLOAD OUR NEW ONLINE CATALOG AT WWW.KNIFEMAKING.COM 



Circle of Light Four of a Kind Meteorite 

#MP405 $44.95 #MP410 $44.95 #MP440 $44.95 
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SAVAGE CHAMBERED ITS RUGGED 
HOG HUNTER BOLT-AaiON RIFLE IN 

.338 FEDERAL, AND IT’S AN IMPRESSIVE 
AND HIGHLY FUNCTIONAL COMBINATION 




^^^EXT& PHOTOS BY DAVE WORKMAN 

IGHT OUT OF THE BOX, you can tell that the Savage Hog 
Hunter— chambered for the potent .338 Federal cartridge— is the 
kind of rifle that will see lots of use far beyond the publicized 
intent of taking on monster wild hogs. 

It’s kind of a stubby, bulky-looking specimen that launches a .33- 
caliber bullet over 2,700 fps, depending upon the load and bullet weight— there’s ample 
data for the cartridge— and even at more moderate speeds in the 2,500-2,600 fps range, it’s 
a formidable big game stopper. After all, why should pork punchers have all the fun? 

Let’s talk about the rifle, and then the cartridge. Both are impressive, and the combination 
is terrific. It will take on elk, black bear, deer and other big game without so much as a hiccup. 






Author Workman was 
impressed with the test 
rifle’s strong bolt action, 
and he slapped on a 
Leopold 3-9X40mm 
scope for the evaluation. 



AWEIGHTY SOLUTION 

Savage designed this gun on the Model 
11/111 platform. It’s got an internal box mag- 
azine, rugged synthetic stock, a full floated 
heavy 20-inch medium-contour barrel that’s 
threaded at the muzzle and cut with a 1:10- 
inch twist, and iron sights that are rather 
odd-looking for such a rifle. But, one pre- 
sumes that these high-profile sights are for 
hunting in the kind of heavy brush where 
one might pursue some nasty-tempered boar 
and find that even a IX scope only gets in 
the way. 



I noted that the rear sight blade could ac- 
tually be removed if it is in the way of the 
scope, but when I mounted a scope on the 
rifle, the rear sight platform was just ahead 
of the front objective and out of the way. 

But in deer and elk country, slapping on a 
scope is the smart move, and that’s exactly 
what I did for the test and evaluation, if only to 
see just how well the Hog Hunter performs at 
a distance. I chose a 3-9X Leupold with Weaver 
Grand Slam QD rings, and went to work. 

With a scope on top, this Savage bolt gun 
weighs north of 8 pounds, so it’s not exactly 



a first choice model for someone who does a 
lot of hunting and hiking. But for guys like 
me who prefer to sit on a stump or log, or at 
the base of a rock from which one can see 
fairly long distances, it’s an ideal rifle that 
actually allows a hunter to take advantage of 
that additional weight. With a rifle that 
stout, it’s easier to settle the crosshairs on a 
distant target and hold steady for a shot. 

TRIGGER & STOCK 

The best feature might just be the 
AccuTrigger. I’ve got that trigger on my own 
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bolt-action Savage American Classic in .308 
Winchester, and it’s a dandy with a let-off at 
just about 3 -V 2 pounds. I used that rifle to 
clobber a big 4x5-point mule deer buck in a 
canyon just off the Snake River a couple of 
years back, and the crisp trigger break played 
a big part in that event. 

This trigger is adjustable, but to be hon- 
est, if it comes from the factory set like it 
was on my test piece, it ought to be left 
alone. If something ain’t broke, don’t fix it. 

The synthetic stock has ample molded 
checkering on the grip and the forend, and 




The three-position 
thumb safet^is a 
dandy. Sho>^ here in 
the full-rear position, 
the action is locked and 
the trigger and bolt are 
locked tight. 




in the center position, 
the safety allows the 
bolt to be opened, but 
the trigger will not 
budge, in this position, 
the Hog Hunter can be 
safely unloaded. 
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QD sling swivel studs fore and aft, which is a 
good thing because you are going to want to 
sling this rifle for long treks. And there is 
something else. This bruiser has an oversized 
bolt handle that makes fast cycling a snap for 
any follow-up shots. The only thing I’d like 
to see added is some kind of knurling or 
checkering on the bolt knob for a sure grip 
in wet conditions. 

There’s also a three-position thumb 
safety, same as on my rifle, so carrying and 
shooting the Hog Hunter was like going 
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Workman took the Hog Hunter 
into the Northwest Cascades, 
where it is also capable of 
taming elk, black bear, mule 
deer, mountain goat, mountain 
lion and anything else that 
wanders into range. 



afield with a slightly overweight 
companion. 

Savage also added a very modern recoil 
pad that sucks up the recoil. I really like 
this pad because I’m somewhat recoil sensi- 
tive, and thanks to the additional weight of 
the rifle, it makes for a rather comfortable 
shooting experience. 

The stock is sort of an off-color green 
that Savage calls “natural,” and the barrel 
and action are matte black. Since the scope 
and rings also had a matte finish, every- 




“IT WILL TAKE 
ON ELK, BLACK 
BEAR, DEER AND 
OTHER BIG 
GAME WITHOUT 
SO MUCH AS A 
HICCUP.’’ 



thing came together rather nicely, albeit 
kind of homely. 

Are there any obvious faults with the 
rifle? Frankly, I think the barrel is a little 
too heavy, but that’s subjective, and as noted 
earlier, the additional weight does help re- 
duce felt recoil. Maybe I’m just being per- 
snickety, but being an old guy, I claim special 
dispensation. It does make the rifle feel a bit 
out of balance with the weight forward. 

If this were my rifle, I would definitely 
mount a 3-9X scope with QD rings so that 
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The heavy, 20-inch 
medium-contour barrel 
is free floating, which 
contributes to the rifle’s 
out-of-the-box accuracy 




“WITH A RIFLE THAT 
STOUT, ITS EASIER 
TO SETTLE THE 
CROSSHAIRS ON A 
DISTANT TARGET 
AND HOLD STEADY 
FOR A SHOT’ 



I could swiftly pull the glass and switch to 
the iron sights. In my humble opinion, the 
Weaver Grand Slam Lever Lok steel rings 
are the best for this kind of application. All 
you need is your finger pressure to tighten 
them down, and they stay put. I’ve got sets 
on a couple of personal rifles and have never 
had a problem with them. 

THE CARTRIDGE 

Now, what about that cartridge? The .338 
Federal has been around for a decade, and in 
that short time, it has definitely earned a 
reputation for hammer-slamming energy, as 
well as greater range than one might imag- 
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Performance 
Center* 

by Smith&AA^sson® 



.40 S&W 



PERFORMANCE CENTER” 
PORTED M&P* SHIELD' 

• HI-VIZ^ FIBER OPTIC SIGHTS FOR FAST TARGET ACOUISITION 

• LIGHTENING CUTS ON THE SLIDE TO REDUCE MASS 

• PORTED BARREL TO REDUCE FELT RECOIL & MUZZLE FLIP 

• PERFORMANCE CENTER ENHANCED TRIGGER FOR 
SMOOTH TRIGGER PULL 



www.smith-wesson.com/pc 



#PerformanceCenter 




50 GUN WORLD I JANUARY 2016 | www.gunworld.com 






•tr* 





The rear sight is an 
interesting piece of 
work, it is adjustable 
for windage and ele- 
vation, and may be 
quickly removed 
when a scope is 
mounted. 




The .338 Federal (left) 
and the .308 Win- 
chester use the same 
cartridge case. The 
.338 is simply necked- 
out to accept the 
.338-caliber projectile. 



ine for a round tliat uses a necked-up .308 
Wincliester case. 

I read somewliere tliat tlie recoil is simi- 
lar to that of the .30-06, but in my estima- 
tion, with this rifle, it’s closer to the .308, 
making it easy to handle for just about any- 
body. Developed for big game including 
deer, elk, black bear and similar-sized ani- 
mals, it should be simply devastating 
against those big hogs for which the rifle 
is named. 

Depending upon the bullet weight, one 
can get lots of horsepower at decent veloci- 



ties. I used factory loads from Federal with 
200-grain softpoints. I know that Speer has a 
200-grain Spitzer softpoint and a 225-grain 
boat tail softpoint, while Nosier has a 180- 
grain, 200-grain and 225-grain AccuBond, 
plus Partitions weighing 210 and 225 grains 
and a 200-grain CT Ballistic Silvertip. The 
.338-caliber pills from Homady include a 
185-grain GMX, 200-grain SST and Spire 
Point Recoil Proof, 225-grain InterBond, 

SST and Spire Point Recoil Proof, and 250- 
grain Spire Point Recoil Proof, boat tail hol- 
lowpoint and roundnose. 
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Savage equips the Hog Hunter with the AccuTrigger. The test rifle’s trigger was set at about 3 
pounds, broke crisp and did exactly what it was supposed to. 




Molded checkering in the “natural” colored synthetic stock is perfect for hunting in wet or 
humid conditions. 





SPECIFICATIONS 

Model: Model]] Hog Hunter 
Manufacturer: Savage 
Caliber: .338 Federal (also available in 

.223 Remington and .308 Winchester) 
Barrel: 20 inches, matte black carbon steel 
Stock: Synthetic, “natural” finish 
Action: Bolt, with AccuTrigger 
Weight: 7.25 pounds 
Capacity: 4 rounds 
OAL: 40.5 inches 



MSRP: $ 578.00 



“SAVAGEALSO 
ADDED A VERY 
MODERN RECOIL 
PAD THAT SUCKS 
UP THE RECOIL" 



For the handloader, this translates to all 
kinds of opportunity to experiment and find 
the right load for the particular game that 
you’re after. Essentially, what you’re talking 
about here is a round that can really put the 
hurt on anything up to and including moose, 
and at ranges out to 300-400 yards, and maybe 
beyond that. 

I found loads that use some of the propel- 
lants I favor, including IMR 4895 and H4895 
(they are not identical despite the similar desig- 
nations), Benchmark and Varget. This just 
scratches the surface, too. 

If your goal is to concentrate exclusively on 
wild hogs, you could do considerably worse 
than take the field with the Savage Hog 
Hunter, whether with factory ammunition or 
your own cartridges. This round has put the 
hurt on everything it has hit. Even the biggest 
hogs are in trouble. 

SHOOTING STRAIGHT 

Now, let’s discuss trajectory a bit. At longer 
ranges, the .338 Federal is going to drop con- 
siderably. How much depends on the specific 
load and bullet weight, but it begins arcing 
downward at 300-400 yards, so the long-range 
shooter needs to take that into consideration or 
risk shooting under the target. 

Within 300 yards, the .338 Federal has a 
trajectory comparable to other rounds in its 
class, meaning that you’re going to be in the 
vitals at 300 by sighting your rifle to hit 1.5 to 
2 inches high at 100. 

Because it’s a necked-up .308 case, this 
round should be easy to run through the dies. 
The finished cartridge should be no longer 
than 2.820 inches, and the maximum case 
length is 2.015, same as the .308 Winchester. 

What else is there to say? The Savage Hog 
Hunter is a reliable bolt-action rifle cham- 
bered for a devastating cartridge. All that’s re- 
quired is for the shooter to do his or her job, 
and the end result will be meat in the cooler 
and on the table. GW 
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CITORI 

SHOTGUNS 



CYNERGY 

SHOTGUNS 



BT-99 

SHOTGUNS 



MAXUS 

SHOTGUNS 



SILVER 

SHOTGUNS 



- BPS 
SHOTGUNS 



This is a limited time offer for those in organized youth shooting sports programs. 
Piease visit Browning.com for promotion dates and rebate forms. 

Not vaiid with any other offer. See rebate form for more detaiis. 
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ALTHOUGH STOEGER IS BEST 
KNOWN FOR VALUE-PRICED 
SEMIAUTO SHOTGUNS, THE 
COMPANY’S COUGAR PISTOL 
MAY BE THEIR BEST-KEPT SECRET 



► TEXT & PHOTOS BY BRAD FITZPATRICK 

I N THE 1980S, CLOCK introduced 

American shooters to the concept of a 
polymer frame semiauto pistol, and 
although some steel gun stalwarts guffawed 
at the Austrian company for making “plas- 
tic” pistols, Clock laid the foundation for a polymer 
pistol movement we’re still experiencing today. The 
rising number of CCW permits issued has added to 
that movement and, consequently, an increased 
demand for lighter, thinner guns with fewer rough 
edges and external controls. This prompted even more 
companies to develop striker-fire polymer guns. 

But steel guns aren’t gone. Case in point: the Beretta 
92/96/M9. Despite its weight and complex (at least by 
today’s polymer gun standards) single action/double action 
controls, the Beretta is still the military’s arm of choice 



and it’s still a standard-issue sidearm for many law 
enforcement officers. There’s also a pretty popular single- 
action semiauto on the market that John Browning 
designed... perhaps you’ve heard of it? 

Stoeger Industries also has a steel-frame SA/DA pistol 
of their own, a model known as the Cougar. And while 
Stoeger’s Inertia-Driven and budget-minded shotguns are 
growing in popularity every year, there hasn’t been a 
whole lot of press on the brand’s semiauto pistol. Maybe 
it’s a bias toward brand new guns, or perhaps it has 
something to do with our new love of polymer firearms. 

It is most likely a bit of both. But the Stoeger has a lot to 
offer— an operating design thought by some to be among 
the most accurate pistol designs ever, a hefty double-stack 
magazine that holds plenty of ammo, and a variety of 
finishes and caliber options— all at a very affordable price. 



f//////////////////M^^^ 
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A ROTATING BARREL 

When the Cougar arrived, I was im- 
pressed by the look of it. The model I re- 
ceived, which was chambered in .40 S&W, 
had an all-black Bruniton baked-on finish, 
the same durable coating that Beretta uses 
on its military sidearms. The finish was mir- 
ror-smooth. The grip was large, with vertical 
serrations on the backstrap and textured 
plastic grip panels bearing the Stoeger “S”. 

Internally, the Cougar differs from most 
other semiautos because it relies on a rotat- 
ing barrel design instead of the tilt-barrel de- 
sign found on 1911s and the like. The barrel 
of the Cougar has a long, curved slot and a 
metal block under the barrel has a metal tab 
that indexes into that slot. 

Upon firing, the barrel is pushed back by 
recoil, and instead of tilting it moves straight 
back and turns as rearward pressure forces 
the tab along the curved slot in the barrel. 
This system allows for tighter barrel/slide 
tolerances, at least theoretically, and there- 



fore the rotating barrel design is said by 
some to have more accuracy potential than 
the tilt-barrel. A similar rotating barrel de- 
sign is used on the Beretta PX4. 

To function properly, the barrel must be 
fitted to the metal block that surrounds the 
spring— a fairly simple process if you have 
some idea of how the gun is designed to 
work. Breakdown is quick and easy— there’s 
a rotating lever on the left side of the frame 
that allows the slide, barrel, spring and block 
to be removed. 

If you are a fan of the Beretta 92 then 
you’ll like the Cougar’s controls. As I men- 
tioned previously, it’s an SA/DA pistol. It 
has an exposed hammer with a rounded 
spur, and there’s an ambidextrous safety/de- 
cocker on the slide. Pushing the lever for- 
ward and up deactivates the safety and 
makes it ready to fire. Pulling the safety 
back and down (a slightly more awkward 
motion) decocks the hammer. The hammer 
has a half-cock position, and in DA mode 



you’ll hear an audible click when the trigger 
is pulled back far enough for the hammer to 
pass that position. 

The front and rear white dot sights are 
machined into the slide and are therefore 
drift adjustable or, if you prefer, you could 
replace the Stoeger factory sights with some- 
thing else. The sights are fairly tall but the 
square-notch rear and blade front offer a 
good sight picture, allowing for quick target 
acquisition. The slide stop is relatively long 
and easy to find, and unlike some smaller 
designs you won’t have to hunt for it and 
then fight to depress the stop. It’s easy to 
find and easy to use. The aforementioned 
breakdown lever requires you to depress the 
button on the opposite side to rotate and 
break down the gun. 

WEIGHTY & WELL-BALANCED 

The Cougar is a beefy gun at 32.4 ounces 
as tested, but it’s well balanced, and the extra 
heft helps mitigate the effects of recoil. Di- 
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. The backstrap has vertical cuts 
'^and the long, steep grip angle 
helps keep the shooter’s hand 5 
thigh on the gun when firing — 



right where it belongs. 



mensionally, the gun is very close to a Glock 
19. While the Glock has a four-inch barrel, 
the Cougar has a barrel that’s 3.6 inches 
long. However, there’s less than a half-inch 
difference in overall lengths. The Cougar is 
about two-tenths of an inch wider. 

Additionally, the Stoeger semiauto’s sights 
are about a quarter-inch higher than those 
on the Glock. In terms of weight, the Glock’s 
polymer frame makes it considerably 
lighter— a loaded Glock weighs less than the 
empty Cougar. 

But extra weight is not always a bad 
thing. Nor is a wide, accommodating grip de- 
sign. The large steel grip on the Cougar of- 
fers plenty of real estate for even the largest 
of hands, and the double-stack design en- 
sures that it’s wide enough to provide a se- 
cure hold under recoil. 

As an added bonus, the tall, slightly tilted 
grip naturally directs the hand to a high po- 
sition, which helps mitigate recoil for fast 
follow-ups. Even with hot .40-caliber defense 




The Cougar’s trigger is among the best SA/DA factory triggers you’ll find. 
The double action pull is heavy and long but smooth, and the single action 
has a clean break that allows for accurate shooting. 



f//////////////////M^^^ 
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The SA/DA Cougar has an 
exposed hammer with a 
half-cock position. The rear 
sights are dovetailed into the 
slide and are drift adjustable. 




loads the Cougar is a manageable gun to 
shoot, in no small part because you have 
plenty to hold onto and a hefty gun that 
sucks out much of the .40’s potent punch. 

The Cougar came with two 11-round mag- 
azines (the 9mm version comes with 13- 
round mags, the .45 with 8-rounders). The 
magazine release is in the usual location just 
behind the trigger, but I found it to be a bit 
small and not as easy to find as other semi- 
autos. In fact, I found that it was much eas- 



ier to roll the Cougar in my hand before 
punching the mag release, which isn’t a 
major concern unless you need to swap out 
magazines in a hurry. I am a big fan of the 
trigger guard design, though; its design 
makes it very easy to index my finger when 
moving or reloading. 

ON THE RANGE 

The first range test involved shooting 
five-shot groups at 25 yards from a fixed 



rest, and the Cougar performed very well. 

I used three different defensive loads— 
Hornady’s FTX 165 grain. Federal’s 155 
grain HST load and Winchester’s newly- 
introduced Defend 180 grain bonded jack- 
eted hollow point load— and groups ranged 
from 1.85 inches out to 2.90 inches. This 
is very good accuracy for a factory pistol 
with a 3.6-inch barrel, better than what 
I’ve experienced from most tilt-barrel 
guns. 
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The rotating-barrel design 
proved to be reliable through- 
out the test, firing over 200 
rounds without a hitch. 



The Cougar’s accuracy is enhanced by 
an exceptional trigger. It’s rare to see 
praise lauded on DA triggers, but the 
Cougar’s long, curved trigger is among the 
best I’ve found from a factory gun regard- 
less of price. In DA mode there’s consider- 
able travel, but the trigger is smooth and 
doesn’t stack. That smooth, consistent pull 
makes it easy to deliver accurate shots. In 
SA mode it gets high marks as well, and 
although there’s a bit of travel when the 



trigger comes tight you can expect a nice, 
clean, even break at just over 5.5 pounds. 

Off the bench, the Cougar performed 
equally well. I set targets on the range at 
four to ten yards and shot them from sta- 
tionary positions and while moving. The 
Cougar excels as a close-range combat pis- 
tol thanks to its short overall length and 
heavy frame, which help suck up most of 
the recoil generated by powerful .40 S&W 
defense loads. 



f//////////////////M^^^ 



THECARRY COUGAR 

To meet the needs of concealed carry permit holders, 
Stoeger introduced the Cougar Compact, a 9mm version of 
the company’s standard semiauto that shaves four ounces 
off the standard 9mm gun. That’s still a lot of pistol, but the 
Cougar Compact does a couple things that other, super-sub- 
compact carry guns can’t do. 

For starters, it has a 13-round magazine capacity, which 
is pretty impressive for a carry gun. In addition, the double- 
stack magazine and added heft make shooting this gun way 
more comfortable than the little guns that many people 
carry. I can’t wrap my hand around many sub-compacts and I 
usually end up leaving a finger or two dangling in space, 
which makes handling recoil much more difficult. The Cougar 
gives you plenty of room for your entire hand, making it a 
more stable and comfortable gun to shoot. 

The Compact has the same bright, easy-to-see white 
dot sights and the same rotating barrel design, so you’ll have 
a carry gun that shoots more like a full-size auto, which is 
nice. The Bruniton finish protects the gun against the effects 
of daily carry-namely sweat and moisture, which can quickly 
ruin the finish of standard blued guns. 

Best of all, the Cougar is priced below much of the com- 
petition, with an MSRP of $469. If you’re in the market for a 
concealed carry option and you prefer the feel of a near-full 
sized semiauto, then the Cougar Compact may be just what 
you’ve been looking for. 
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How’s this for accuracy? This group was produced offhand at 21 feet using Federal HST ammo. This kind of accuracy is aided by a superb 
trigger, and although it isn’t necessary it offers great peace of mind. 



I tried my best to keep the Cougar’s bar- 
rel hot, firing double taps while moving, 
emptying whole magazines into ten-yard tar- 
gets, and performing near-middle-far drills 
on the range. That kind of shooting will ex- 
pose flaws in any gun, and there wasn’t 
much I didn’t like about the Cougar. The 
magazines are easy to load, and the sights 
make finding your target and delivering a 
shot simple and quick. 

The DA trigger pull seems exceptionally 
long, but the smooth pull makes for accurate 
shooting and follow-ups are extremely rapid 
with superb accuracy. The Cougar’s steel de- 
sign really helped with the one-handed drill. 
More and more defensive shooting schools 
are training their students to shoot with one 
hand, and the Cougar’s heft makes it easy to 
deliver shots without the wild flailing associ- 
ated with hot loads and light guns. With the 
Cougar in .40, I could deliver one-handed 
shots as quickly as I fired them with a com- 
pact, lightweight 9mm or .380. 




The .40 S&W ammo tested was (left to right): Federal’s 155 grain HST, 
Hornady’s 165 grain FTX, and Winchester’s 180 grain Bonded JHP. 
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THE WORLD'S BEST HANDGUN SIGHTS 



NEW! 



COMPATIBLE WITH 

GLDCK43 




TM 



TRITIUM FIBER-OPTIC XTREME TECHNOLOGY 



BRIGHT, DAY/NIGHT AND 
. ■ VIRTUALLY INDESTRUCTIBLE 







1 



► BRIGHT -Utilizes the world's best Swiss tritium 
for maximum brightness. 

► DAY/NIGHT - Unmatched visibility in all shooting 

\ conditions 24/7; visible in daylight, low-light or no light. 

* ^ VIRTUALLY INDESTRUCTIBLE -Hermetically sealed 

I ' I Impervioustooils, chemicals, solvents and ultra-sonic cleaners. 





SCAN TO VIEW TFX VIDEO 

n 

WWW.TRUBLD.CDM 





The Cougar is well-balanced 
and comfortable to shoot, 
even with powerful defensive 
loads. The wide grip keeps it 
planted and helps the shooter 
get back on target. 




Cougar Country 



SPECIFICATIONS 

Model: Stoeger Cougar 
Action: Rotating barrel semiauto 

Capacity:]] 

Barrel Length: 3.6 inches 
Slide: Steel, Bruniton finish 
Frame: Steel 

Sights: Three-dot front and rear, 
drift adjustable 

Overall Length: 7 inches 
Weight: 32.4 Ounces 



MSRP; $469 (as tested) 



ACCURACY RESULTS: Stoeger Cougar .40 S&W 



LOAD 



Grains 



Federal HST 
HornadyFTX 



]55 

]65 



Winchester 
Bonded JHP 



Velocity (fps) 


Best Group (in.) 


Average Group (in.) 


],]60 


].85 


2.02 


],]75 


2.40 


2.68 


925 


2.]5 


2.44 



Accuracy results are based on five, five-shot groups from a fixed rest at 25 yards. Velocities are factory claims. 



//////////^^^^^ 
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“...IT RELIES ON 
A ROTATING 
BARREL DESIGN 
INSTEAD OF THE 
TILT-BARREL 
DESIGN FOUND 
ONI9I1SAND 
THE LIKE.’’ 



FINAL THOUGHTS 

Is the Cougar a carry gun? Maybe. I 
know shooters who carry full-sized 
Beretta 92s, and they would consider the 
Cougar small. It’s small enough to fit in 
a belt holster easily, but you’d better 
have a hefty belt (Stoeger also makes a 
carry version— see sidebar). I wouldn’t 
hesitate to carry this gun under a coat, 
and it’s just the type of gun I like to open 
carry when I’m working on the farm or 
wandering through the woods. 

It’s also a great home defense gun, al- 
though only the .45 model gets an acces- 
sory rail. Regarding options, there’s a 
Bruniton black version, a silver non- 
glare version with that same Bruniton 
finish and an anodized alloy silver frame, 
or a two-tone model. As previously 
stated, it’s available in 9mm, .40 and .45. 
And with MSRPs ranging from $469- 
$509 and street prices even less, you’re 
getting a great value when you choose 
the Stoeger. 

The market for polymer pistols will 
continue to grow, but the all-steel 
Cougar is still worth a look. It might not 
be the lightest gun, but it is extremely 
accurate and priced right. GW 

CONTAa ^ 1 

stoeger Industries 

( 800 ) 264-4962 

Stoegerlndustries.com 



/////////////// 





ONA^NEW 

SUPERXr 

shotgun^ 



GET 



$25 



back 




SOPERJTPyjJr 

SHOTGUN. 
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Build 
^ Stand 

OUR COLUMNIST TURNS 
“DO-IT-YOURSELF-ER” TO 
PROVE HOW EASY IT IS TO 
BUILD A STURDY AND 
PORTABLE TARGET STAND 



^ TEXT & PHOTOS BY DAVE WORKMAN = 

S HOOTING PROFICIENTLY TO DEFEND 
yourself in the home or on the street requires 
more than just a gun and ammunition. 

It takes time at the range, and for many shooters, that 
can mean visiting an informal spot, typically somewhere 
on public land where is it less than polite to leave trash targets or 
makeshift stands lying around for someone else to pick up. 

Over the years. I’ve used steel target stands, and some made from 
wood, but recently I decided to put together a new framework made 
from PVC pipe. And, since a few of you have commented on the one 
you’ve seen in some of my recent articles, I decided to become a “Do 
It Yourself’ columnist for one month and tell you how I did it. 

The way I figure it, if I can build one of these things, anybody can. 
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A PORTABLE STAND 

The whole thing cost less than $30, and 
as I said, anybody can do it. You’ll find that 
it’s an enjoyable way to spend an hour or so 
before you spend many enjoyable hours on 
the range, or wherever you decide to set up a 
target with a good backstop. 

For starters, I simply went down to the 
local hardware store and bought four five- 
foot sections of one-inch PVC pipe, plus four 
plastic elbows and two three-way joints. Add 
to that a can of cement, and you’re in busi- 



ness. You’ll also need a felt-tip marker and 
tape measure. I used a jigsaw to cut the pipe 
to length. 

For the base, I cut one of the five-footers 
into equal lengths of 15 inches, but Fve seen 
other guys do as little as 12-inchers or as 
long as 18 inches. I settled on the 15-inch 
lengths because you can cut four equal pieces 
from a 60-inch piece of PVC. 

Insert these lengths into either end of the 
three-way joints and cement. 

Next, cut a length of pipe that will spread 




the base legs wide enough to accommodate 
the target you plan to use between the five- 
foot uprights, to be added later. I use a 
Birchwood Casey silhouette target primarily, 
which measures 24-V4 inches across, so my 
cross pieces (a second one is used atop the 
two uprights) are 25 inches so the target fits 
nice and tight between the uprights. 

Now, it’s important to NOT cement the 
elbows to the crosspieces unless you have 
them on a level table or some other surface. 
That way, the elbows will line up so the base 
and the uprights fit together evenly. 

To make sure I get the same setup each 
time, I wrapped the ends of each base piece 
with duct tape. 

Do not cement the uprights into the three- 
way joints. They need to stay loose for setup 
and takedown, so the target stand can lay 
down flat in the back of an SUV or pickup 
truck. If you want to tuck this thing into the 
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start by first assembling 
the raw material. Four 
five-foot lengths of PVC 
pipe, four elbows and two 
three-position joints. 



trunk of a small car, simply cut your up- 
rights into two sections and add a joint 
in the middle. 

Mounting target boards can be done 
in many ways. I chose butterfly clips 
wired to the top cross bar in the middle, 
and to each of the uprights. Simply drill 
a hole through each upright so you can 
push through a piece of wire that will 
then fasten one of the butterfly skeleton 
pieces of the clip. 

Now, there’s no need to rush out and 
buy a bunch of wire. I habitually save 
wrapping wires from different electronic 
products that wrap the cords and keep 
them tight in the packages. Don’t toss 
these because they come in handy for all 
kinds of uses. 

There’s something else, too. I have 
seen people put bullet holes through 
wood, PVC and even metal uprights that 



r 



Enable Your Ideas with a PCNC Mill 




Discerning gunsmiths and manufacturers know there’s only one 
choice in CNC for affordable precision: 

TheTormach PCNC I 100. 

Take aim at your most demanding machining needs 
- engraving, milling, threading, reaming, and boring. Big 
or small,Tormach hits the bullseye to deliver for you. 

fU ' 

Every PCNC ^^CO features: 



1 100 lbs cast iron construction ' 

Ground P4 ballscrews and single ‘ ' * 
shot lubrication 

Computer controlled spindle speed 
and direction 

PTFE bonded slideways [similar to Turcite®) } 

Precision R8 spindle - 100 to 5000 RPM ^ 
with vector drive technology 

Easy to use in manual or automatic modes 






Product information and online ordering at 

www.tormach.com 



$8480 

(plus shipping) 



optional stand, 
LCD monitor, 
machine arms, 
and accessories. 



20 1 1 Pistolsmith of 
the Year - SDM 
Fabricating Inc. 
uses his PCNC 
to customize a 
357 Magnum. 
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This is what it should look like when fully assembled with a 
target board installed. 



“THIS TARGET STAND 
WORKS GREAT AT ANY 
RANGE, AND ANY DISTANCE.’’ 



are a dozen or more inches on either side of the actual target. 
Frankly, anybody who shoots that poorly needs remedial training, or 
a visit to the optometrist. Repeat this until it is burned into your 
gray matter: “Center of Mass. Center of Mass. Center of Mass.” That 
applies just as much when shooting targets as it does in a self-de- 
fense emergency. 

This target stand works great at any range, and any distance. I can 
remove the silhouette and just substitute a piece of plain cardboard 
for sighting in a rifle. Some people will fill the base pipes with sand 
for weight, but I think it’s better to simply drop a sandbag over the 
base to prevent a blow-over in a breeze. This stand is not very heavy. 

Good luck putting together one of your own! GW 




Apply joint cement and assemble the base pieces. 




Workman put his new stand to work for a test of the new H&K 
P30SK pistol, and it will see lots more duty over the horizon. 
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steel Core Leather Gun Belts 

RUGGED STEEL CORE ) ENGLISH BRIDLE LEATHER ) MILITARY GRADE THREAD 





GOING HEAVIERwith 

the 223 REMINGTON 




>^£L0ADING data 



Danger 
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IT IS NOT ALWAYS ABOUT 

HIGHEST VELOCITY 
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These are some of the best 
powders for heavy bullet 
loads in the 223 Remington. 
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^ TEXT & PHOTOS BY JAMES E. HOUSE 




I n many situations, it seems that aramu- 
nition performance is all about velocity. 
When a new cartridge is introduced, the 
main selling point is often focused on 
how flat it shoots. There may even be 
graphs in advertisements that show just how 
much difference there is in bullet drop com- 
pared to older cartridges, generally with the least 
effective load. For some popular calibers that 



utilize 0.224-inch bullets, factory ammunition is 
available with bullets as light as 35 grains. 

Such bullets driven to extreme velocities give dra- 
matic performance on small varmints, but they lose 
velocity very rapidly and they may blow up superfi- 
cially on larger varmints such as coyotes. Moreover, 
some “varmint” calibers such as the 223 Remington 
are being used on species as large as wolves, deer, 
and antelope where it is legal to do so. 
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I would not elect to use a 223 in this way 
because I have better options. If a hunter has 
only a varmint rifle and has no other alter- 
native with which to hunt larger game, bul- 
let choice becomes vital. Fortunately, bullet 
makers have recognized this and as a result, 
there are numerous relatively heavy bullets 
available in 0.224-inch diameter. 

Bullets in 0.224-inch diameter with 
weights in the 60-65 grain range are more 
strongly constructed than those intended for 
use only as varmint bullets. Even heavier 
0.224-inch bullets are available, but they are 



generally meant for long range shooting in 
target rifles and most require a barrel with a 
fast rifling twist to stabilize them. 

However, bullets weighing around 60 
grains are stabilized by the l-in-12-inch twist 
often found in varmint rifles. Accordingly, 
my “heavier” bullet choice for the 223 Rem- 
ington is those weighing 60 grains, and there 
are two reasons for this. 

First, bullets of this weight can be safely 
driven close to 3,000 ft/sec, which results in 
a reasonably flat trajectory. Second, driven 
this fast, such bullets will expand reliably 



but still hold together well enough to give 
good penetration. 

I have not had the opportunity to use my 
Savage Axis in 223 Remington on the large 
predator that I loathe, but that does not 
mean that load development has not taken 
place. As a result, I obtained a supply of 60- 
grain bullets that includes the Homady 
Spitzer, Nosier Ballistic Tip, and Nosier Par- 
tition. Appropriate loads with those bullets 
can make a 223 suitable for game consider- 
ably larger than coyotes. 

When loading the 223 Remington with 
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relatively heavy bullets, the best powders are 
those that have slower burning rates than 
those intended for use with 35- to 45-grain 
bullets. These include Alliant AR-Comp, 
Winchester 748, and Hodgdon CFE 223 and 
BL-C(2), among others. Since I have 
achieved good results in the 223 Remington 
with these powders in the past, they were 
chosen for this project. 

For all loads, cases were trimmed to the 
recommended length, 1.750 inches, and 
primed with Winchester small rifle primers. 
Powder charges were weighed on an elec- 



tronic scale with accuracy to at least 0.1 
grain. All loads were tested in a Savage Axis 
with a 22-inch barrel. The rifle had a 
Weaver Classic 4-16X scope attached, and ve- 
locities were measured at 10 feet from the 
muzzle by means of a Competition Electron- 
ics ProChrono chronograph. Summarized in 
the accompanying table are pertinent data 
for the loads and the velocities obtained. 

As shown by the data in the table, some 
of the loads produced at least 3,000 ft/sec 
with a 60-grain bullet. Such a load generates 
1,200 ft-lbs, which is sufficient to dispatch 



large varmints. Although I would not nor- 
mally elect to do so, loads of this power 
could also be used on small deer if the range 
is moderate. Some factory loads that utilize 
64-grain bullets have published velocities of 
approximately 3,000 ft/sec, so the top loads 
listed in the table should be considered just 
that— top loads. 

Two of the loads listed, that with Varget 
and that with BL-C(2) and the Nosier Ballis- 
tic Tip, gave outstanding accuracy. It is also 
notable that seven of the nine loads put four 
shots out of five in under an inch. That level 
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Results obtained using 223 Remington loads in a Savage Axis (22-inch barrel) 



Bullet 


Case 


Loaded 


Powder 


Charge, 


Velocity, 


Group, 






Ctg.,in. 




gr. 


ft/sec 


inches 


60 gr Hornady S.P. 


Hornady 


2.Z58 


CFE223 


25.8 


2953 


1.40/0.94 


60 gr Hornady S.P. 


Fiocchi 


2.224 


Varget 


25.5 


3119 


0.84/0.43 


60 gr Hornady S.P. 


Remington 


2.225 


AR-Comp 


23.4 


2933 


1.24/0.78 


60 gr Nosier Ballistic Tip 


Hornady 


2.250 


CFE223 


26.0 


3048 


1.16/0.81 


60 gr Nosier Ballistic Tip 


Hornady 


2.250 


BL-C{2) 


25.5 


2785 


0.56/0.53 


60 gr Nosier Ballistic Tip 


Hornady 


2.253 


Win. 748 


24.8 


2871 


1.12/0.58 


60 gr Nosier Partition 


Hornady 


2.248 


CFE223 


25.8 


2887 


1.63/1.25 


60 gr Nosier Partition 


Hornady 


2.248 


BL-C{2) 


25.8 


2871 


1.16/0.92 


60 gr Nosier Partition 


Hornady 


2.250 


Win. 748 


24.7 


2982 


1.88/1.50 



Average velocity is for five shots. Group size is for all five/best four shots. 



These loads were safe and reliable in the author’s rifle, but neither the author nor the publisher accepts any responsibility for their preparation and 
use by others or for typographical errors. These loads should be approached with caution. 




The 60-grain bullets utilized in this project are (left to right) Hornady Spitzer, 
Nosier Ballistic Tip, and Nosier Partition. 



of accuracy is certainly adequate for 
taking shots at larger predators as 
long as the range is reasonable. 

Having had such good success 
with lighter bullets in the Savage 
Axis, I was a little apprehensive re- 
garding what to expect from loads 
using 60-grain bullets. The results I 
obtained convinced me that such 
loads have real potential as long as 
they are used judiciously. 

The 223 Remington can be turned 



into a serious game rifle with proper 
bullets. Fortunately, the reloader of a 
223 Remington has many from which 
to choose. The results that I obtained 
show that several powders work well, 
however, before loading a large batch 
of ammunition, do some testing in 
your own rifle. The results you obtain 
may be quite different from those I 
obtained, but I will now be confident 
when I attempt to take the larger 
predator that I loathe. GW 




Four out of five shots in this 0.84-inch group produced 
with the Hornady Spitzer give a cluster measuring less 
than half an inch. 




For use on larger predators, this Savage Axis 223 Reming- 
ton would be effective with bullets as heavy as 60 grains. 
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A long^rtot in steep country was 
required to collect this bruin, and 
the Weatherby Ultra Lightweight 
Mark 5 in .270 WeSfherBJ^^ 
Magnum was ideal. ^ 



IS Ideal. ^ ^ 
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for Black Bear 



PLANNINGA BEAR HUNT 
THIS YEAR? IT’S IMPORTANT 
THAT YOU HAVE THE RIGHT 
TOOLS FOR THE JOB. 



TEXT & PHOTOS BY BRAD FITZPATRICK I 



A ccording to most 

ESTIMATES, North America is 
home to almost one million bears, 
and with more states opening sea- 
sons for bruins there’s never been 
a better time in recent memory to book or plan a 
bear hunt. For the most part, selecting a bear 
rifle^is' relatively simple— but that’s not always the 
case, and one key to picking the right gun is 
^knowing where and how you’ll hunt. 

Bears are more variable in size than most big 
game animals, and while 150-pound bmios are the 
average in many areas, there’s always the possibility 
of running into a real giant. Some black bears, partic- 
ularly those found around agricultural area^ in the 
southeastern United States, reach gargantuan propor- 
tions. This is due to a long growing season and plenty 
of food, but big bears are found in . the far noith, too. 
Even in colder climes where food sources are more 
limited a quarter-ton bear is not out of the question.^ 
In addition to their range of size, bears are ex- 
traordinarily tough. With heavy muscle, thick hide 
and dense bone, bears can absorb a tremendous wal- 
lop and continue moving, so sometimes even the 
right cartridge in the right place will still result in a 
blood trailing job. Compounding the problem, their 
thick skin, body fat and long hair (in some climates) 
limits blood trails and can make follow-ups difficult. 

Black bpars can be extremely ^ngerous when 
wounded, and even a relatively small bear can inflict 
serious injury. The best option by far ^s to put the 
^ bear down quickly and efficiently with the first shot, 
both out of respect for the animal and for the safety 
of the hunter. 
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Bait hunts mean that the bear will likely be close and you’ll have plenty of time to shoot, but having a handy rifle is a big bonus. 
This is the time when a lever action comes into its own. 



SIZE AND METHOD MATTER 

There are three primary methods by 
which most bear are harvested— over bait, 
using hounds or by spot-and-stalk methods. 

Bait hunting is probably the most com- 
mon, and it can certainly be very exciting. 
You’ll often have multiple bears feeding very 
close to you, and in some areas, particularly 
in the more remote regions of Canada, bears 
have a proclivity for climbing into stands— 
sometimes while the hunter is present! One 
great advantage that bait hunting offers is 
time to look at and evaluate the bear. 

Because many of us (myself included) 
aren’t experienced in judging the size of a 



bear, we need special help when deciding 
whether the animal we are looking at is a 
trophy or not. As bears feed around bait, you 
can look at their head size, the space be- 
tween the ears and, more simply, their size 
relative to the bait can and competing bears. 

If they’re really big there’s usually little 
debate, but borderline bears can require 
more time to judge when deciding whether 
or not to shoot. In addition, baiting offers a 
chance to make sure that you’re not looking 
at a sow with cubs. 

Spot-and-stalk hunting is often physically 
challenging and generally offers less time to 
shoot at a bear that is farther away. The gen- 



eral tactic is to set up on a high point in bear 
country to glass for animals that look large 
enough, and once a specific bear is targeted 
the trick becomes moving into position for a 
clean shot. This can be a relatively easy 
process or more challenging because of steep 
terrain. Above all, you have to trust your 
ability to judge that the bear is mature, and 
you also need to know your range limita- 
tions. That being said, spot-and-stalk hunts 
are exciting, and although they tend to be 
physically challenging, they offer a great 
sense of accomplishment. 

Hound hunting gets a bad rap, mostly 
from people who mistakenly believe that it’s 
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Recovering a big bear can be difficult, and you must make that first shot count. You need a 
well-constructed bullet with plenty of energy and you must be able to put it in the right place. 
Bears rarely injure hunters during follow-ups, but don’t be foolish and put yourself and others 
at unnecessary risk. 



easy. If you’re booking a hound hunt for 
bears because you believe you’ll simply 
saunter up to the tree, I have some bad news 
for you: you’re going to be sorely disap- 
pointed because there’s no formula regarding 
where (or if) the bruin will take to the tree- 
tops, and wherever the bear decides to go you 
must follow. 

This sometimes means a long walk 
through rough country, and it’s been my ex- 
perience that a hound hunt for bears, while 
not as challenging as a spot-and-stalk hunt 
on average, can quickly turn into a marathon 
that tests your will. 

THE BEST CARTRIDGES 
FOR EACH HUNT 

With bear over baits, long-range trajectory 
and retained downrange energy are not as 
important as stopping power, maneuverabil- 
ity and the ability to deliver fast follow-ups. 
Most shots on baited bears are less than 50 
yards, so bullet drop is rarely an issue. But 
you’ll probably be maneuvering in a tree, 
and that means shorter rifles are best. 

For me, there are several great options de- 
pending on the platform you intend to use. 
Bait hunting is perfect for lever-action rifles, 
which generally have a short overall length 
and functional iron sights, though scopes 
will work better in low light conditions. 

Lever guns also offer very fast follow-ups. If 
you make a good first shot then follow-ups 
aren’t necessary, but, as I said, bears are 
tough, and I like to take every opportunity to 
put them down as quickly as possible. 

If you shoot just behind the shoulder (as 
you should) bears often wheel around and 
bite. This gives you an opportunity to work 
the lever and place an insurance shot, which 
should also make the blood trail easier to fol- 
low. I believe that the classic .30-30 is a su- 
perb choice for bait hunting, but it is far 
from the only lever gun option. In fact, the 
.40s like the .444 Marlin, .45-70 and the 
most impressive .475 Turnbull are ah better 
choices if you can handle the recoil. The big 
.40s leave a large hole, and they provide 
tremendous shock. 

With bolt actions, your favorite deer car- 
tridge will do fine, although I’d leave long- 
barreled magnums behind. Short carbines 
are best, guns like the Remington Model 7 
and Model 673, the Winchester Feather- 
weight, Savage’s Bear Hunter, Ruger’s out- 
standing new Guide Gun and Mossberg’s 



Scout rifle. Calibers between .270 Winches- 
ter and .375 Ruger are effective, and the .308 
and .30-06 offer plenty of load options, good 
bullets, plenty of power and they extend your 
range to several hundred yards. All scoped 
bait guns should have low-power variables, 
something like 1-4 or 2-7x being best. 

When it comes to spot-and-stalk hunts, 
magnums are more useful. Remember, bears 
are tough and they can be big, so use a car- 



tridge that is not only powerful but retains 
that energy over a long distance. I believe 
that bear cartridges start at the 6.5s and .270s 
as a minimum and move up to the .375s, and 
the middle-of-the road 7mms, .30s, and .338s 
are the best option— if you can handle the re- 
coil. This means your .270, .30-06, or 7mm 
deer rifle falls right in line— and that’s true. 

Those are three great bear cartridges, but 
if you’re hunting big, open country you re- 
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TODAY’S HUNTER 



ally need to think about a flat-shooting 
round. The ones listed above, particularly the 
7mm Remington Magnum, will do just fine, 
but you should also consider other flat-shoot- 
ing cartridges like the new 26 and 28 Nosier, 
the Weatherby Magnums from .270-.300, and 
the .300 Winchester Magnum. These car- 
tridges certainly offer plenty of knockdown 
power and energy, and with a high-powered 
scope you can really reach out. 

Hound hunting is a special consideration. 
Aside from the fact that the rifle needs to be 
chambered in a caliber powerful enough to 
stop a bear— and you’ll be in close and they’ll 
likely be agitated, so this is a special consid- 
eration— you’ll probably want a bear rifle 
that’s light. 

While hound hunting might not require 
much walking at all, you might be traveling 
miles, and at the end of a steep climb you’ll 
have to make a shot. I don’t want a heavy 
gun with a long pipe in that situation. In- 
stead, give me a light, short, handy rifle that 
will stop the bear quickly and effectively. 

The lever guns work very well, and the 
.30-30 and .35 Remington do just fine. Even 
handgun-caliber lever guns like Rossi’s 
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The author’s .270 
Winchester from Montana 
Rifle Company shoots flat 
enough for spot-and-stalk 
hunts, but it would also 
work well for a bait hunt, 
it’s a bit long for chasing 
hounds, and a lever action 
might be a better option. 





The 7mms are ideal spot-and-stalk bear 
cartridges. On the left is the .280 Ackley 
improved, an outstanding and highly under- 
rated cartridge. On the right is the popular 
and effective 7mm Remington Magnum. 



BEAR BULLETS 

Bears are tough, and you need a 
very tough bullet to bring them down. 
Because of their robust build, light bul- 
lets simply won’t do the job of getting 
through all that hide and muscle, so you 
must rely on a bullet that will do the job 
every tjme. For thjs reason, stjck wjth 
bullets that have a reputation for rella- 
blllty. Usually this means a heavy copper 
jacket that Is fused to a lead core or an 
all-copper projectile. 

Nosler’s Partition Is a great choice, 
as Is the Swift A-Frame and even Rem- 
ington’s time-tested Core-Lokt. There 
are a number of copper alloy bullets 
that will get the job done, too, and there 
Is no chance of core separation with 
these rounds. Barnes TSX and TTSX and 
Hornady’s GMX are excellent choices, 
and they’re going to hold up well. 

Bullets with light jackets will sepa- 
rate, especially If you hit bone, and 
you’ll lose an Injured bear. Solids will 
penetrate, and while they are fatal If 
they strike the right spot, they don’t cre- 
ate massive wound channels nor easy- 
to-follow blood trails. 




Kent Thomas took this 
beautiful bear with a 
.30-06, a great choice 
for most bear hunts. The 
rifle worked well on a 
bait hunt, but if you had 
to crawl through dense 
brush after hounds, 
something shorter 
would be on the order. 
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A Smith & Wesson 

Sighti 

INSTALLING FRONT AND REAR SIGHTS 

ON THE S&W 686 REVOLVER 
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^ TEXT & PHOTOS BY STEVE SIEBERTS = 

T his month well kick off 

another project gun, the S&W 686 re- 
volver. This gun was designed as 
Smith & Wesson’s answer to the Colt 
Python, and I chose it because of its 
popularity for sporting and competition use. 

The S&W revolvers have ruled various action shoot- 
ing events going back to the original PPC matches of 
the mid to late 1950s. Back then, the dominant model 
was usually the S&W MIO, which later had a heavy 
barrel and a sight rib attached. The gun also had ex- 
tensive trigger work done to it, as well as other match 
grade enhancements. 



Later, I PCS and NRA Action pistol events 
came about, and both had either a revolver divi- 
sion, or were shot revolver neutral. This means 
that the competitor shoots a stage with no more 
than six rounds, and therefore doesn’t gain an 
advantage by going to the semi-auto. 

Today, revolvers are a smaller part of compet- 
itive pistol shooting, but the competitors who do 
use them are die-hard fans of the gun. The re- 
volver can still be very competitive, as anyone 
who has seen Jerry Miculek shoot can testify. 

The S&W revolver is a great project gun not 
only because of its competition lineage, but be- 
cause if you can work on one S&W revolver, you 
can work on all of them. In fact, if you can work 
on them, you can work on most other double-ac- 
tioned revolvers, with the exception of the Colt 
Python, whose action is unique unto itself. 

The gun that S&W sent me will be used as a 
competition gun for steel matches. Why steel? 
Because these are revolver neutral matches with 
five targets shot from start to finish, so they are 
a lot of fun with pretty much any gun, but espe- 
cially the revolvers because they instill a unique 
challenge and impart additional shooting skills. 



The 686 with the Leupold Delta 
Point sight fiber optic front sight 
and Hogue grips installed. 
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GUNSMITHING 



THREE MAINAREAS 

ril review inspections of the gun in later 
issues, so for now let’s just assume that we 
have a new gun, or a pistol that we know to 
be serviceable. 

To change a service grade pistol into one 
that can be used for competition, you need to 
address three areas: sights, trigger, and accu- 
racy. Shooting steel is normally done at 
fairly close range, so a match barrel is not 
needed since the gun already has enough ac- 
curacy to be competitive. And, although 
more accuracy is always better, we’ll leave 
things as is so we can concentrate on sights 
and trigger work for this project. 

The standard Smith &Wesson front and 
rear sights are pretty good for everyday 
shooting at the range or for defensive or 
CCW carrying duties, but for competition 
work— especially for shooting steel where 
speed is important— the sights needs to be 
larger and of higher visibility. 



I’ll also put an optical sight on the gun 
and mount a Leupold Delta point. 

The S&W front sight is a ramped front 
sight with a red ramp insert. This red ramp 
is okay, but for our project, something larger 
and brighter is needed. Enter the fiber optic 
sight. First used on competition shotguns, 
the fiber optic sight quickly found its way 
over to everyday handguns and has really 
taken off. Sight sets are now available for 
virtually all of the major handguns, such as 
the Glock, S&W’s M&P series, and the 
Springfield XD lineup. 

Replacing the front sight is a pretty 
straightforward operation, but there are a 
couple of points to remember. The front 
sight is held in place with a roll pin, but on 
some older guns the front sight was held in 
place with a solid pin. 

If your gun has a solid pin, use the proper 
punch, which is a cupped-tip punch, avail- 
able from Brownells. The cup tip will sit on 



the rounded end of the solid pin and not slip 
off when you’re trying to drive out the pin, 
as sometimes can happen with a standard 
flat punch pin. 

If your gun has a roll pin holding in the 
front sight, use the regular l/16th pin punch 
to drive out the pin from either direction. 
The second point to remember is that it’s 
usually not a good idea to reuse roll pins, 
since once a roll pin is installed, it is com- 
pressed in the hole to provide holding power. 
They won’t have the same holding power 
once they’re driven out, so it’s best to just 
discard them and use a fresh pin; don’t 
worry, they’re cheap. 

The roll pins in S&W revolvers are 
smaller than a standard l/16th pin, however, 
so you will need to reuse the one you take 
out. Once we have the old front sight re- 
moved, install the new front sight and drill 
the sight using the drill press with a fresh 
#53 drill bit. 
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Clamp the front sight 



into the padded vise and 
tap the barrel to remove 
the front sight blade after 
removing the pin. 






Here’s another tip: I only use drill bits a 
half dozen times before discarding them. The 
TiN coated drills I use have quite a bit of 
life, however, as the TiN (Titanium Nitride) 
coating on the drill greatly extends their life. 
I will drill ten or more holes with them, 
which is something I would never do with a 
standard drill. 

After the hole is drilled, I degrease 
everything and use a very small amount 
of blue Loc-tite to hold things in place. I 
don’t like to rely just on the roll pin to 
hold the sight. Remember, this is a com- 
petition gun and will be shot much 
more than a weekend plinker, so we 
need to make sure the sight stays on. 

Once the sight is installed, we can 
then install the fiber insert, which 
comes in red or green. I’ll opt for red, 
since that’s the most visible under most 
lighting conditions. When installing the 
fiber insert, use a small drop of super- 



glue in the center bar in order to secure the 
fiber insert in place. 

The next step is to install a larger blade 
on the rear sight. Some may ask, “Why not a 
fiber optic rear sight, too?” This is a combi- 
nation that some people like, but for speed 
shooting, the focus is on the front sight, and 



the rear sight is just there as a reference be- 
cause there’s no time to line up front and 
rear sights. So we use a big, highly visible 
front sight, and a big blade to provide refer- 
ence. This is a fast combination. 

The Weigand rear sight blade we will use 
comes from the shop of Jack Weigand, for- 



HANDCANNONS 




CUSTOMS: Revolvers, single 
shots, semi autos, bolt guns 
and suppressors. Over 400 
calibers including Whispers, 
JDJ’sand B& M. Rechambering 
and rebarreling services. Mouse 
to Mastadon killers. Settle 
back and enjoy our website. No 
boring guns allowed. 

SSKINDUSTRIES.COM 
740-264 0176 
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stake the windage 
nut with the S&W 
windage nut 
staking tool. 



“THE SCREW ISAM INEXPENSIVE 
PART, AND THE EASIEST 14 ^ 4 / TO 
REMOVE IT IS TO ... KEEP TURNING 
IT UNTIL IT BREAKS." 



THE RIGHT TOOLS 

Always have the right tools for the job. 
Nothing is more frustrating than having to im- 
provise something during an installation and 
damaging the gun because you don’t have the 
correct tool for the job on hand. Cup tip 
punches and sharp drill bits always make the 
job easier, and you will end up with a more pro- 
fessional installation. 



mer President of the American Pistol- 
smith’s Guild. He was the 1999 Pistol- 
smith of the Year, and has been featured 
on numerous magazine covers. Weigand 
Combat makes great parts for the com- 
petitive shooter. 

The rear sight is installed just like a 
regular S&W rear sight, but the blade is 
substantially larger. To rebuild the rear 
sight, or install a new blade on the rear 
sight assembly, the pistolsmith needs to 
break the original sight. 

That’s right, to fix it, we need to break 
it. That’s because the screw is secured in 
place with the nut on the end of the 
screw, and is staked in place. The screw 
is an inexpensive part, and the easiest 
way to remove it is to just turn the screw 
in clockwise until it stops, then keep 
turning it until it breaks. 

Remove the parts by pushing out the 
screw and nut, being careful to secure 
the spring and plunger in the screw 
head. Install the new blade, with the 
spring and plunger, with the screw nut 
on the end. Center the new blade, and 
secure the nut in place with the windage 
nut staking tool. 

This is a special tool made just for this 
purpose. The pistolsmith should pur- 
chase a 10-pack of windage springs and 
plungers from Brownells. They are cheap 
and you will lose a few trying to get the 
windage screw in. 

I remember that when I attended the 
S&W Armorer’s Course for revolvers, 
most of us were launching springs and 
plungers all day long. Most of the stu- 
dents were police officers who were not 
used to handling small springs such as 
these. Everybody launched a few! If you 
are in a hurry or don’t want to mess with 
the small springs and plungers, you can 
send the sight assembly to Weigand and 
for $15 they will install the blade for you. 




VIAGRA, CIALIS, LEVITRA, PROPECIA, 
VALTREX ONLINE! 



^ All FDA approved brand name medications. 

^ USA Pharmacies and Doctors since 1998. 

^ Order Online, by Phone (1-800-467-0693) 
or Mobile Device! 




5% discount at Viamedic.com/guns 
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Once the rear sight assembly has been in- 
stalled, we need to remove it so that we can 
install the scope mount base for the Leupold 
Delta Point sight. Leupold provides a very 
good mount and base in order to mount the 
optics, but the aftermarket parts are also 
good. This gives the shooter another option 
to mount the sight, and the brushed alu- 
minum base looks really nice with the stain- 
less steel frame. 

To install, simply remove the rear sight 
assembly and install the base to the topstrap 
of the revolver with the screws provided. 
Mount the Delta Point onto this base. I al- 
ways use a small amount of blue Loc-tite be- 
tween the base and the top strap of the frame 
in order to install the screws. Do not use 
Loc-tite on the screws that mount the Optic 
to the mount. 

That does it for this month’s column. Our 
S&W project gun will continue next time 
with an inspection of the S&W DA revolver, 
and trigger work. GW 



CONTAa ^ 

Smith & Wesson Brownell’s 

Smith-Wesson.com Brownells.com 
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Light, 

Compact, 

Reliable 

RUGER’S TOUGH LITTLE LCR 
WHEELGUN IS NOW OFFERED IN 
SIZZLING .327 FEDERAL MAGNUM 



^ TEXT & PHOTOS BY DAVE WORKMAN 

S ubscribing to the principle that good things 

actually do come in small packages, Ruger has introduced yet 
another version of its lightweight and reliable LCR double- 
action-only wheelgun, this time chambered for the impres- 
sive .327 Federal Magnum. 

Depending upon the load, this little sixgun really bucks. But this writer 
found that the latest LCR incarnation delivers the goods in terms of reliability 
and size. The LCR Model 5452 has a stainless steel barrel measuring 1.875 
inches that’s cut with a l:16-inch right-hand twist, making the overall length of 
this pocket revolver 6.5 inches. 

It’s light, hitting the scale at 17 ounces empty. The frame on this model, like 
the frames on the LCR-357 and the model chambered for 9mm cartridges, is 
made from blackened 400 series stainless steel, while the stainless steel cylinder 
is finished in lonbond Diamondblack. I’m not entirely certain what this stuff 
is, but having field-tested LCR revolvers before, I can attest to its toughness. 

What this means in practical terms is that people are likely to carry this re- 
volver because it is nearly unnoticeable, whether in a holster, purse or pocket, 
and under all kinds of conditions. Translation: If you wind up in a situation 
where you need a handgun, you’ll have it. In this case, you’ll have six rounds of 
muscle to stop a threat. 

Like other LCR models, this one has a patent-pending polymer “firing con- 
trol housing,” which is the lower part of the revolver that also includes the trig- 
ger guard, which is suitably oversized so it can be used while wearing gloves. 
The Hogue Tamer Monogrip was a bit small for my hand, leaving my pinky 
down below the butt. However, this can be swapped out for a different grip 
model including a Crimson Trace Lasergrip. 

It’s got a u-notch rear sight and a pinned ramp front sight with a white 
stripe. They work okay, though this is no long-range target gun. It’s strictly for 
defensive purposes, in a caliber that packs a wallop. 
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The lonbond Diamondblack finish 
on the upper steel frame matches 
perfectly with the"polymer lower 
frame that houses the action. 



m 




The front sight has a 
high-visibility white 
stripe making for quick 
acquisition, it’s pinned 
on and can be replaced. 



HIGH CALIBER PROTECTION 

Perhaps the best thing about this revolver 
is that it can also function quite well with 
.32 H&R Magnums and .32 S&W. Frankly, 
due to the light weight of this revolver, some 
people may prefer the .32 H&R Magnum for 
defensive use, as it is a potent little cartridge 
in its own right. I’ve got a Ruger single-ac- 
tion chambered in that caliber, and it’s a 
zippy round that was originally developed for 
an old Harrington & Richardson double-ac- 
tion defensive revolver designed primarily to 
be used by women. 

The trigger on my test piece was smooth 
and well-designed for double-action-only 
shooting. I tested the gun with Low Recoil 
85-grain Federal Hydra-Shoks and American 
Eagle 100-grain JSPs, and I can say without 
fear of contradiction that with the latter 
round, recoil was robust. Smaller-framed 
shooters might even suggest it is difficult to 
handle, but on the plus side, it’s supposed to 
exit the muzzle at 1,500 fps according to the 
ballistics information on the box. 






THE RUCER LCR 
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TRIGGER PULL DISTANCE 

Trigger Pull Comparison 



THE BEST DOUBLE-ACTION 
REVOLVER TRIGGER PULL IN THE WORLD. 



l/Ve believe the Huger® LCR® has the best factory double-action trigger 
pull of any small-frame revolver on this planet. We challenge you to try it 
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LCR® is light, smooth and manageable, making the LCR® a lightweight, 
compact revolver you can rely on when it matters most 



Join Roger and help us raise $4,000,000 for the NRA. 

VISIT: RUGER.COM/2MILLION 




©2015 Sturm, Ruger & Co., Inc. 
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For what it’s worth, the .32 H&R Mag- 
num’s contrast with the .327 Federal Mag- 
num might be comparable to using .38 
Special +P ammunition in a .357 Magnum 
in terms of relative recoil and downrange 
punch. 

Before getting too far along, one might 
naturally wonder why anyone should go with 
this model rather than an LCR in .38 Spe- 
cial. Well, for starters, the .327 Federal Mag- 
num has more velocity and energy than a .38 
Special. Also, this model carries six rounds 
while the .38 Special version holds five. 

Let’s do a quick matchup with compara- 
ble bullet weights. In the .38 Special +P 
Homady, for example, the 110-grain FTX 
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load leaves the muzzle at 1,090 fps with 290 foot-pounds of en- 
ergy. The 100-grain .327 Federal Magnum launches at a reported 
1,400 fps with 435 foot-pounds of energy. No matter how one 
does the math, that is going to get someone’s attention. 

Now, with a barrel that’s slightly shorter than two inches, 
you’re very unlikely to achieve the advertised velocity from any 
load. It just doesn’t happen. But there is still enough of a wallop 
to stop a fight. 

On the plus side, with that short of a barrel, the muzzle blast 
is fearsome and the muzzle flash can light up a dark room. Even 
if you miss, you’re going to frighten the hell out of whatever it is 
you’re shooting at. 

CARRY WORTHY 

Next, what about carrying this gun? The good news is that 
there is an abundance of holsters out there that fit the LCR. I 



NEW HUGER BRAND KNIVES FROM 
COLUMBIA RIVER KNIFE & TOOL 

Show me a person who carries a defensive sidearm and i’ll show you 
someone who has a utility knife, and just in time for this review, Ruger 
and Columbia River Knife & Tool (CRKT) announced a series of knives 
wearing the Ruger brand. 

CRKT has built a reputation for durability and the ability to hold an 
edge. I’ve got a couple of knives from this outfit, and they are sharp 
enough to shave with, i have used one to take the hide off of a mule deer 
buck, while the other has come in handy for a few cutting chores, and i 
have quickly honed it back to original sharpness with a few strokes on a 
diamond rod. 

According to Ruger, the diverse collection includes models for hunt- 
ing, tactical applications, every day utility and self-preparedness. There 
are both fixed-blade and folding models, and they come in a variety of 
sizes and finishes. 



in all, there are about two-dozen choices, and there’s at least one or 
two that should appeal to just about everybody. 





Find us on 

n 



Discover the 
world of firearms at 
your fingertips. 
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even managed to carry the test gun com- 
fortably in a DeSantis pancake-style hol- 
ster built for a J-Frame Smith & Wesson, 
as well as an old upside down Safari 
shoulder rig that was designed for a 2 V 2 - 
inch S&W Model 19. 

What originally put the LCR on the 
map for me was its weight— even when 
chambered for the .357 Magnum and 
9mm with their stainless steel frames— 
because it seems perfect for the trail. Out 
here in the Pacific Northwest, a lot of 
hikers carry defensive sidearms and these 
folks are very weight conscious. 

From experience on backcountry 
trails, I can attest to the desire to avoid 
packing around a heavy revolver or pis- 
tol. After a few miles they become an an- 
chor that you’d rather not have around, 
except when you suddenly need it. 
There’s no such problem with the LCR. 

When Ruger introduced the LCRx it 
really got my attention because it has an 
exposed hammer, an adjustable sight, 
and it can be fired both single- and dou- 
ble-action. I think an LCRx model in 
.327 Federal Magnum would be a good 
“next step.” 

For now, what you have is a pretty 
good defensive double-action-only hand- 
gun that is virtually impervious to the 
weather. Being in the Northwest, rain is 
a fact of life, and I have yet to see one of 
these LCRs so much as hiccup when 
conditions change. 

Ruger packages the LCR with a soft 
padded case that has a stout zipper. It’s a 
useful accessory into which one can stick 
a small cleaning rod and a couple of 
patches, and there’s also a security pad- 
lock in the box. 



A FINAL WORD 

For someone looking to purchase a 
lightweight, reliable, simple-to-operate 
revolver that fires a hard-hitting car- 
tridge, this latest version of the Ruger 
LCR may be exactly what you’ve been 
waiting for. With the versatility of being 
able to also fire the .32 H&R Magnum, 
one has a choice of power levels that ad- 
dresses just about every chore. 

Give this one a very serious look. It’s 
a potent option. GW 




Model: LCR Model 5452 



Manufacturer: Sturm, Ruger 

Action: Double-action-only revolver 

Caliber: .327 Federal Magnum 

Capacity: 6 rounds 

Barrel: 1.875 inches 

Sights: Fixed, front blade, rear u-notch 

Frame: Polymer grip frame, blackened 400 series 

stainless 

Grips: Hogue Tamer Monogrip 
OAL: 6.5 inches 



Light, 

Compact, 

Reliable 



MSRP: $ 619.00 
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during the time it was in our editorial hands. 
First, it accompanied Cotterman on a chuck 
hunt in Utah, and then traveled off to Molokai, 
Hawaii for an axis deer hunt. Next up was a trip 
to Catalina Island to shoot at some goats. 

If those seem like a curious mix of targets, all 
of this was made a bit easier by simply switching 
out the barrels on the Model 760 from a .257 
Roberts to the .280 for the trip to Hawaii. 

“Changing barrels had been one of Cotter- 
man’s inspirations,” stated the article. “His 
logic... had been that the barrels would exchange 
without mishap as long as the cartridge head di- 
ameters were the same... Thus, the .270, .280, 
.308 Winchester or .30/06 could be used. The 
.257 Roberts... (also) has the right head size to 
interchange successfully. Extra barrels are not 
expensive and make the 760 an excellent candi- 
date for ‘all-around gun.’” 

And, although Remington was officially a bit 
leery of Cotterman’s plan to “quick-change” the 
barrels using a single tool to break loose the 
action tube, the Gun World team was impressed 
with the gun’s performance in both accuracy 
and dependable service. GW 



Well-Traveled 

SLIDE ACTION 



The cover of our 
January 1966 issue 
featured William H. 
Page, Jr. testing out 
an M-1 Garand that 
had been modified 
as a .243 Winchester 
varmint rifle. 



^ BY CRAIG HODGKINS 



As always, one of the primary features 
of our January 1966 issue was a field test. 
This time around, it was of Remington’s 
Model 760, a slide action rifle that prom- 
ised over-the-counter accuracy to “match 
that of the average bolt-action.” 

According to Dan Cotterman, who 
helped test the Model 760, the original 
version of the rifle dated back to the early 
1950s, but a few new tweaks to the gun 
had put it back on Gun World’s radar. 

To make things more interesting, Cot- 
terman wanted to test the gun in .280, in 



addition to some of the other, more com- 
mon calibers. When asked why, our in- 
trepid associate editor (and reloading ace) 
made his position very clear. 

“I just wanted to write about it,” he 
opined. “It’s got more on the ball than it’s 
been credited for and it irks me to see a 
good cartridge like the .280 passed by... 
don’t they know this is just the good ol’ 
7mm/06, except better? It’s about time 
someone got on this thing and started put- 
ting out the good word.” 

The rifle logged a good deal of mileage 
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Evolution Theory 
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Oriskany Arms 1911 Traditional 500FP 
5" Fuii Size Government Frame 



SEE US AT THE 



SHOT SHOW 
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Our 1911 
continues 
to evolve! 
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Oriskany Arms 1911 Traditional 425FP 
4.25" Commander Version 
NEW FOR 2016 



Oriskany Arms proudly introduces 
its newest lineup of compact 1911’s. 
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Smaller footprint and enhanced portability, / / , .. 
same quality, same value. / ^ ^ ^ 
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Oriskany Arms 1911 
Traditional 350FP 
3.5" Compact Version 
NEW FOR 2016 



Custom Laser Engraving Personalized Serial Number 



Add Your Logo 
Custom Finishes 
Cerakote Colors 

MADE IN THEU.S.A. 



Choice of Frame Style, 
Sight, Hammer 
and Trigger 
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GRISTLY ARMS INC. 



www.oriskanyarms.com 
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THE HUGER 

LCP CUSTOM 




Photoluminescent Front Sight, 



Wide, Red-Anodized, 
Skeletonized Aiuminum Trigger 



The Huger® LCP® Custom is a compact .380 Auto pistol designed with the shooter in mind. 

Affordable and comfortable, the Roger® LCP® Custom Is perfect for licensed carry for personal protection, or 
as a backup firearm for law enforcement. The Roger® LCP® Custom features a polished, stainless steel guide 
rod; a wide red-anodized, skeletonized aluminum trigger for a lighter felt trigger pull; a photoluminescent front 
sight for low light conditions; and a square edge, drift adjustable rear sight that facilitates slide manipulation. 



Join Roger and help us raise $4,000,000 for the NRA. 

VISIT: RUGER.COM/2MILLION 
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